1.Why bother about generic
skills?

2.How do the other countries
present generic skills?

3.What are the recommended
changes?

4.Can these recommendations
be infused into the school
curriculum?
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Student performance in generic skKills: views of principals, panel heads, teachers and students -
percentage agreeing

Having good interpersonal communication skills

Listening closely to others’views

Expressing feelings and views in an appropriate manner

Understanding a problem/issue from different perspectives

Suggesting different ways to solve problems

Proposing unique and innovative ideas

Thinking critically
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Source: Curriculum Implementation Survey 2014/15 (Preliminary findings as at August 2015).



1.Why bother about generic
skills?

2.How do the other countries

3.What are the recommended
changes?

4.Can these recommendations

be infused into the school
curriculum?



What are the others learning?
IB Program
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What are the others learning?

Japanese Curriculum
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What are the others learning?
USA

Key Subjects - 3Rs

: and 21st Century Themes Information,
Life and Media, and

Career Skills Technology

Skills




The Nine Generic Skills

1. Collaboration skills

2. Communication skills

3. Creativity

4. Critical thinking skills

5. Information technology skills
6. Numeracy skills

7. Problem-solving skills

8. Self-management skills
9. Study skills



Recommended grouping of Generic Skills

Basic skills Thinking skills Personal and social

EERE T EZRET) skills
(EPN S & ane'N:

Communication Critical Thinking Self-management
Skills Skills Skills
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Mathematical Skills Creativity Self-learning Skills?
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Remark: INumeracy SkillsZE EL&E 17, 2Study SkillstH3E5E /7 and 3HLF14: &
HE JJwere used respectively in Learning to Learn: Life-long Learning and

Whole—gerson Deve/ogment ‘2001 !




What are the others learning?

Intercultural
understanding

Ethical

Critical
and
creative

General capabilities in the Australian Curriculum



What are the others learning?

The New Zealand Curriculum identifies five key competencies:
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Thinking

Relating to others

Using language, symbols, and texts | Basic

Managing self

Participating and contributing



What are the others learning?

Ireland:

* Basic/fundamental skills — such as Basic
literacy, using numbers, using technology

* Conceptual / thinking skills — such as
collecting and organizing information,
problem-solving, planning and organizing,
learning to learn skills, innovation and
creative skills

* People related skills — such as
communication, interpersonal, team-

working, customer-service skills
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skills?
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3.What are the recommended
changes?
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be infused into the school
curriculum?
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Generic skills in an integrative
approach
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Integrative Approach
Collaborative Problem Solving

Skills

Basic skills
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Thinking skills
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Communication
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Integrative Approach

Holistic Thinking Skills

Basic skills
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Critical Thinking and Creativity

The critical and creative functions of the mind are so
interwoven that neither can be separated from the
other without an essential loss to both.

The Thinker’s Guide to The Nature and Functions of Critical and Creative Thinking




To infuse generic skills through daily
learning activities to develop students’
learning to learn capabilities

Q1.1b (B)
100%
57.9%
50%
28.6%
B 13.4%
0.0%
0% I T I
Extremely Very Important Not
important important important
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Example on developing students’
Holistic Thinking Skills

Topic Location of New Columbaria (B2 )ZZE FT)

(S1-3 Integrated Humanities)

Case * There is an acute shortage of provision of
niches in Hong Kong. The government is
facing great pressure from different
stakeholders regarding the location of new
columbaria.

L/T * Research at home

Activities ¢ Discuss in groups and suggest a solution to
the problem of locating new columbaria
among the 18 districts in Hong Kong.



Example on developing students’
Holistic Thinking Skills

CREATIVITY CRITICAL THINKING AND
POSSIBILITIES PROBLEM SOLVI

* Are all columbaria
obnoxious?

* Are there other

ways to reduce the

. demand for niches?

CRITICAL THINKING
FOR ACCURALY

€ Are new niches a
must?

 What is the root of
the niches

shortage problem?

?ow cost-effective are
the different solutions?

* |s compensation a must?
In what form?

What are the
precautions to
be taken when
building and
maintaining the
columbaria?




Rubrics for giving feedbacks

el Developing Mastering
Creativity: generating
0 Come up with new : (1 Draw parallels . ] Generate a large
ideas by linking . between knownand i number of raw ideas

imagination and reality | new scenarios and use
O Create analogiesby i ideas, patterns and :\___make even better ideas
1tchi idea . trends to consider new : 1 Use existing knowledge
nossibilities . inanovel way
Produce alternative or |: d Temporarily suspend
unconventional . pragmatic and rational
\___solutions . thinking to allow new
. Suspend judgmentto :  possibilities to emerge
. consider alternative
ideas and actions




Other recommended changes

® Updating descriptors

® A better presentation

Elements of IBegimling Developing Mﬂstemlgl
Self-management
Skills
Self-worth Express positive | Identify  and  apply Uphold, synthesize and
statements about self | personal skills, attitudes ' renew their own beliefs
and wvalues to overcome ! andvalues
challenges
Goal sefting and | Set goals to assist | Set and keep track of | Set, keep track of, be
tracking their leaming and | realistic goals reflective on and
personal development accountable  for  goals
which  work  towards

excellence in one’s life

Decision making

Make decisions in

daily life situations
with supporting
reasons

List out and evaluate pros
and cons of a suggestion,

estimate the
consequences of a
decision

Consider all factors, such
as  technical ethical.
resource and community
considerations before
making a decision




