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I. Learning objectives





To understand the importance of banking services to people from different walks of society


To recognize the conflicting interests of the banks and the public in Hong Kong


To analyse the issue of closing of bank branches from different perspectives 


To investigate how a balance can be struck between corporate interests and public interests in the process of economic development of Hong Kong


To develop vocabulary which will allow a deeper understanding of the financial services industry


To apply speaking skills in discussions for better solutions to the issue 


To strengthen report writing skills through expressing views on the issue 
















































































The meaning of “finance”


Services provided by financial institutions


The importance of financial services and activities to Hong Kong economy


Factors that help develop Hong Kong as an international financial centre


The strengths of Hong Kong as an international financial centre, and rooms for improvement





II. Prior knowledge





III. Suggested no. of lessons: 6
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Activity 1


Give out Activity 1 and ask students to discuss in groups the banking services shown on the web page of a bank on p.2. Then, ask students to complete the table below to familiarise them with different types of banking services. 


Ask students to discuss the questions under ‘Over to you’ in groups. Before the end of the lesson, conclude that low income earners and elderly need bank branches to deposit and withdraw money. 


Before the end of the lesson


Distribute Activity 2. Ask students to look up the difficult words in the dictionary and answer the questions under ‘Over to you’ at home.








Before the lesson


Ask students to read p.1 of the worksheet at home. Tell them to look up new words in the dictionary and think about the questions.


Recap and get started:


Recap what students have learnt about Hong Kong as an international financial centre. Then, ask students to think about the questions raised on p.2. Go through the ‘Useful Words’ with students on p.3 and tell them that they will use the words for discussion in Activity 1.

















Lesson 3-4





5.. Activity 2


Discuss the questions with the class so that they develop an understanding of the closing of bank branches in public housing estates. Then go through the list of ‘Useful Words’ on p.8 with the class to prepare them for Activity 3.


 








IV. Suggested learning activities





Lesson 1-2





Before the end of the lesson


Ask students to reflect on the following questions:


(i)	Do you agree to the closing of bank branches in public housing estates? Why?


(ii)	How can the problem be better dealt with? What suggestions do you have?

















Lesson 5-6





8.	Activity 3 (continued)


Discuss Worksheet 1 with students and guide them to reflect on the conflicting interests between banks and socially disadvantaged group. 


Give out ‘Over to you’ (Activity 3) and ask students to discuss the questions in groups. Before the group discussion, students practise how to give opinions with the help of ‘Speaking Tips’. After the discussion, students report to the class. Guide the class to discuss how to resolve the problem. Then, ask students to write down their suggestions in the spaces provided.


Worksheet 2


Give out Worksheet 2 and ask students to write a report to express their views on the closing of bank branches by referring to the writing frame.


























6  Activity 3


Distribute Activity 3 to students. Remind them that the list of ‘Useful Words’ is helpful to the task. Ask students to read the excerpts.


Then, ask the following questions:


Who were interviewed and who phoned in?


Who was the first interviewee? What did he/she say?


Who was the second interviewee? What did he/she say?


Who phoned in? What are they? What did they say?


Give out Worksheet 1 and have students work in groups and complete the worksheet. 


























