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Introduction

Applied Learning (ApL) is a valued senior secondary elective
subject, with equal emphasis on theory and practice linked to
broad professional and vocational fields, and provides simulated or
authentic contexts for students to develop generic skills so as to
prepare themselves for further studies and work in the future.

ApL courses can complement other senior secondary subjects.
Schools should encourage students to take 1 or 2 ApL courses
to broaden their horizons, and to realise their talent and potential.
Starting from the 2020/21 school year, the Education Bureau (EDB)
will also subsidise students taking ApL as the 4th elective subject.
Each student is entitled to funding for a maximum of 2 ApL courses.

There are 6 areas of studies in ApL: Creative Studies; Media and
Communication; Business, Management and Law; Services; Applied
Science; and Engineering and Production; as well as Applied
Learning (Vocational English). The duration of each ApL course
is 180 contact hours, generally spanning two school years'.
Besides, non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students® may also choose to
take Applied Learning Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students)
(ApL(C))® to obtain an alternative Chinese language qualification to
prepare them for further studies and career pursuits.

ApL courses (2021-23 cohort) are subjects of the 2023 Hong Kong
Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) Examination. There
are 45 ApL courses (including 3 ApL(C) courses) which are provided
by the course providers for students to choose. Please refer to the
course list for details.

! Students may commence to take ApL courses at Secondary 4 or 5 through the arrangement of
schools.

2 Students who have learned Chinese Language for less than six years while receiving primary and
secondary education; or students who have learned Chinese Language for six years or more in
schools, but have been taught an adapted and simpler Chinese Language curriculum not normally
applicable to the majority of students in local schools.

3 The duration of each ApL(C) course is 270 contact hours, spanning Secondary 4 to 6. Each NCS
student can take at most one ApL(C) course. Generally, NCS students only take and register for

either Chinese Language or ApL(C) in the HKDSE Examination.
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Application for ApL Courses

Application for ApL courses will commence on 23 February 2021. Students MUST apply through their schools for

ApL courses, and each student may apply for and take a maximum of TWO ApL courses (excluding ApL(C)).

You may

participate in the following events if you would like to obtain more information about ApL courses:

m Applied Learning Course Consultation cum Exhibition | Applied Learning Course Information Display

Date 28 to 30 January 2021 2 to 6 February 2021

Time 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.* 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.”

e Introduction anq taster activities .of ApL courses will be Board display of information on ApL courses
conducted on-site by course providers

Mode/ . . . . . .

Venue Details will be announced via the website of Applied Learning, EDB

Target Students, parents, teachers and the public

*To be confirmed

e

T

Taster Programmes

Course providers will provide Taster Programmes on 13 &
20 March 2021 (Saturdays) for Secondary 4 students,
who are interested in applying for ApL courses (2021-23
cohort)4, to obtain more information on the courses
and learning activities. Students may apply for these
programmes through their schools.

Quality Assurance

The EDB has institutionalised an ApL quality assurance
mechanism involving the Curriculum Development Council
Committee on ApL, the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation
of Academic and Vocational Qualifications and the Hong
Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA)
to ensure that courses are developed according to the
design principles; the curriculum is delivered as designed;
and the learning outcomes of students can meet the set
standards.

Assessment and Attendance Requirement

ApL subjects are Category B subjects in the Hong Kong
Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) Examination.
There is NO public examination for ApL subjects.
The assessment of each ApL course, comprising 6 to
10 assessment tasks undertaken within the period of
study, is conducted by course providers. To ensure the
consistency of assessment standards, the HKEAA is
responsible for the moderation of the assessment results
submitted by course providers. The moderated results
will be recorded on the HKDSE certificate. Students
taking ApL courses are required to attend lessons and
participate in learning activities organised by course
providers. The minimum attendance requirement of
all ApL courses is 80% of the total contact hours.

Recognition

The reporting of student performance in ApL courses is
refined to “Attained”, “Attained with Distinction (I)” and
“Attained with Distinction (ll)”. Performance of “Attained
with Distinction (1)” is comparable to Level 3 while “Attained

with Distinction (Il)” is comparable to Level 4 or above of
Category A subjects of the HKDSE Examination. For ApL(C),
“Attained” and “Attained with Distinction” will continue to be
used. Most ApL courses are registered in the Qualifications
Register as certificate programmes at Qualifications
Framework (QF) Level 3; whereas ApL(C) is pegged at the
QF Levels 1-3. Students will obtain QF certificate(s) issued
by course providers in addition to the HKDSE qualification
upon successful completion of these ApL courses.

Further Study and Career Pathway

For sub-degree programmes, students with Level 2 in five
HKDSE subjects (including Chinese Language and English
Language) are eligible to apply for admission to Associate
Degree or Higher Diploma programmes. In general, each
student is allowed to use up to two ApL subjects in the
application. For undergraduate programmes, ApL subjects
are used as elective subjects, or considered for award of
extra bonus or additional information, varying by individual
institutions, faculties or programmes. ApL(C) is accepted
by the University Grants Committee-funded universities
and most post-secondary institutions as an alternative
qualification in Chinese Language for the admission of NCS
students with “Attained” as the minimum grade required®.

For civil service appointments, the Government accepts
students’ ApL results in HKDSE (including “Attained” and
“Attained with Distinction”, up to a maximum of two ApL
subjects). The Civil Service Bureau also accepts “Attained”
and “Attained with Distinction” in ApL(C) as meeting the
Chinese language proficiency requirements of relevant civil
service ranks.

4 Individual course providers will also offer taster programmes at the junior
secondary level to provide students with early exposure to different industries/
professions and ApL courses. Details will be announced via schools.

o

By design, ApL(C) is a language course using the vocational field as the context.
It differs from the general ApL courses which focus on the beginners’ skill set
of relevant professional and vocational fields. In view of this, ApL(C) cannot be
treated as an elective subject.
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List of Senior Secondary Applied Learning Courses (2021-23 Cohort)

BRI
Area of Studies

SRAZAERI
Course Cluster

1
AR
Design Studies

A
NS

4

= IR BE BT
AIEEE Media Arts
Creative
Studies
3
FRIERE ]

Performing Arts

4
B - TR
EiEE
Films, TV and
Broadcasting
Studies
HREREE
Media and

mmunication ) ;
Co yrieatio Media Production

and Public Relations

6
BitRER
Accounting and
BM L Finance
7
[EELES
ﬁﬁ%: EiF Business Studies
iR
Business,
Management
and Law

8
FEE
Legal Studies

5
IRBEREERALLRAMR

FE RS

Subject Code

701

676

668

669

707

710

599

677

711

702

708

703

693

681

672

A
Course NOTE 1 &NOTE 2

1. BRKREgmERET ~
Display and Jewellery
Design &

2. BRI RERET 4
Fashion Image
Design#

3. EWERET 2
Interior Design ©

4. BRSSEE R EERRE ©
Computer Game and
Animation Design #

5. IS EEFETEREE 4
Digital Comic Design
and Production &

6. MITHEEHE A
Popular Music
Production 4

7. EHFHE — BIREM ©
Taking a Chance on
Dance #

8. HIEiFAA - BIEitE ~
The Essentials of
Theatre Arts &

9. BUBIKRERERH(EA
Digital Media and
Radio Production 4

10. BR KBRS ~

Film and Transmedia &

1

-

ARAR Z IR BE{EER 4
PR and Multimedia
Communication &

12 EFrEisaEst ©
Accounting for
e-Business ~

13. G EUEER ~
Data Application for
Business &

14. HiBEH R LH#E
Marketing and Online
Promotion &

15. 5BHEEE -~
Law Enforcement in
Hong Kong #

s@zo+E 3=
iR S

Course Provider

HKBU (SCE)

VTC

VTC

VTC

HKU (SPACE)

HKCT

HKAPA

HKAPA

HKU (SPACE)

VTC

HKCT

CityU (SCOPE)

HKIT

CityU (SCOPE)

HKBU (SCE)

WEASES

==
Medium of Instruction

FRC

Chinese

FR3ZE R
Chinese or
English

FASZER R L
Chinese or
English

FASZER R L
Chinese or
English

FR3ZE IR
Chinese or
English

X

Chinese

R

Chinese

R

Chinese

FRSZER R
Chinese or
English

FR3ZE R
Chinese or
English

FRISEZE X
Chinese or
English

FRSZER R
Chinese or
English

FR3ZER R
Chinese or
English

R

Chinese

FASZER R L
Chinese or
English



BEE
Area of Studies

EEyERiEhll

Course Cluster

9
EmREREE
Food Services
and Management

=&l 0
FRAFRRTS
. ' Hospitality
! ! Services
Bl #%
Services
11
& A Kot [ AR 7%
Personal and
Community
Services
12
BRI
Food Science
13
EERRER
fRERELE
Medical Science
C’% and Health Care
FEF#12
Applied
Science
14
DIEE
Psychology
15
EE]
Sports

BERE
Subject Code

688

616

709

611

615

704

665

610

712

689

592

618

660

713

662

691

674

627

E
Course NOTE 1 & NOTE 2

16. B R R IIBEE & E #2
Patisserie and Café
Operations #£

17. AXRARIE 2

Western Cuisine #£

18. IR ZEKIEESE ©
Airport Passenger
Terminal Operations 2

19 BIEARISEE *-
Hospitality Services
in Practice #4

20 B/5E *~
Hotel Operations #4£

21 MRBE -
Child Care and
Development #£

22. MR E *~
Child Care and
Education #£

23 EFBAM -
Fundamental
Cosmetology ©

24 R G EIHERLER A
Food Innovation and
Science 4

25. EiEELE
Animal Care &

26. FREEZEEA R &
Foundation in Chinese
Medicine &

27 fERREIRE TS

Health Care Practice

28 BEiE{LERTIR
Medical Laboratory
Science &

20 BREIEETE A
Rehabilitation Care
Practice 4

30. FER/DIRER #4
Applied Psychology #4

3. ERDEE A
Practical
Psychology #2

32 BE) K BEEAEHAR # 2
Exercise and Fitness
Coaching #4

33 EEFIEA R RSEAE *2
Exercise Science and
Health Fitness #£

RAIRGEE T

Course Provider

HKCT

VTC

HKCT

CityU (SCOPE)

VTC

CICE

VTC

CICE

HKU (SPACE)

CityU (SCOPE)

HKU (SPACE)

CICE

HKU (SPACE)

CICE

LIFE

HKBU (SCE)

HKCT

HKBU (SCE)

[=]
Medium of Instruction

AR ER R
Chinese or
English

FR3ZERZES
Chinese or
English

FA3L

Chinese

FR3ZERZES
Chinese or
English

ARSI
Chinese or
English
AR
Chinese or
English

AR ER L
Chinese or
English

FA3C

Chinese

AR BN
Chinese or
English

E34
English

R

Chinese

AR ER
Chinese or
English

AR TS
Chinese or
English
FRSZER
Chinese or
English

AR
Chinese or
English

AR ER L
Chinese or
English

AR 33T
Chinese or
English
FASZER L
Chinese or
English



BB
Area of Studies

=

ot

TEREE
Engineering
and
Production

AiEAER!

Course Cluster

16
TR EER
Wt T2
Civil, Electrical
and Mechanical
Engineering

17
HM T
Information
Engineering

18
AR5 L2
Services

Engineering

FERBE (BRXEE
Applied Learning (Vocational English)

DI
T

FERBEH Y
(FEEZBATEA )
Applied Learning Chinese
(for non-Chinese speaking students)

24 ER—EREMAR AR AHEE—RIE "#. AYEERE © For courses marked with “#”, only 1 course in the course cluster could be taken by students.

B TA WRRESHNEERM  BREERBE=RN
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HERES

Subject Code

705

683

684

714

706

640

698

715

716

695

700

699

= H—REC
g B R
Course NOTE 1 & NOTE 2

34.2EEEHT -
Constructing Smart
Cities

35. EMREERTAE &

Electrical and Energy

Engineering &
36. EEHRERHR 4

Computer Forensic
Technology

37. TEErFHg 4

eSports Technology 4

38. BRI R ©

Tech Basics &

39.fZEE A
Aviation Studies &

40. $8 R85 ~
Railway Studies

4 RKEE .
English
Communication #4

42 PRFEE B R #4
English for Service
Professionals #4

43 FEERIEH *A
Chinese in Business
Service #4

44, BERBIEH #4
Chinese in Practical
Context #£

45. FFEC A

Practical Chinese #2

RARRGUEIE T

Course Provider

HKU (SPACE)

VTC

HKU (SPACE)

HKU (SPACE)

HKBU (SCE)

HKU (SPACE)

HKCT

VTC

HKU (SPACE)

PolyU (SPEED)

HKBU (SCE)

HKCT

WEASES

==
Medium of Instruction

FRSZER IR L
Chinese or
English

FRSZER IR
Chinese or
English

FRISCEZEX
Chinese or
English

FASZ BRI
Chinese or
English

FRISCEZEX
Chinese or
English

FRSZER IR
Chinese or
English

FR3ZER IR
Chinese or
English

B’
English

£33
English

R

Chinese

F3L

Chinese

FR3C

Chinese

2 - BEMINERE "A L WERRESRE  RTEEIEBRECEEEZI K

SEFREEMEERREREEEMREE - FEUHEEERMFEE (www.hkgr.gov.hk) o TA | HEBEHERERERBIREILHESERS
BRRHEREEEHN - E— BN EEREREME o The courses marked with “A” are registered in the Qualifications Register as certificate E
programmes at Qualifications Framework (QF) Level 3. Students will also obtain a QF Level 3 certificate issued by course providers in addition to

Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education qualification upon successful completion of these Applied Learning (ApL) courses. Details are available at the Qualifications
Register website (www.hkgr.gov.hk). “ A” The Education Bureau (EDB) encourages course providers to arrange the accreditation of more ApL courses under the QF where
appropriate. Please refer to the ApL website for updated information.

CICE AENtERERR Caritas Institute of Community Education

ERHHABREEEEZ School of Continuing and Professional Education, City University of Hong Kong
FBHEEET The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts

ERFEABIHENE 2 School of Continuing Education, Hong Kong Baptist University
HEEZEEZER Hong Kong College of Technology
HKIT FERRE LERR Hong Kong Institute of Technology
EBARBEEEEZR School of Professional and Continuing Education, The University of Hong Kong

GityU (SCOPE)
HKAPA

HKBU (SCE)
HKCT

HKU (SPACE)

LIFE FRRIABIHIEZZMR Lingnan Institute of Further Education

PolyU (SPEED)

VTC 3 #/B Vocational Training Council

FBBTABREEEEZEIR The School of Professional Education and Executive Development, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University



