Education Bureau Circular Memorandum No. 197/2024

From : Secretary for Education To: Heads of all Primary
) Government Schools, Aided

Schools), Caput  Schools,
Private Schools, and Schools
under the Direct Subsidy
Scheme

Date : 23 September 2024

Primary Humanities - School Questionnaire Survey and Relevant Support Measures

Summary

The purpose of this circular memorandum is to announce the school questionnaire
survey of Primary Humanities and relevant support measures.

Background

2. To follow up on the “Chief Executive’s 2023 Policy Address” announcing the
introduction of Primary Humanities, the Education Bureau (EDB) released the EDBC No.
20/2023 and EDBC No. 9/2024 on 23 November 2023 and 22 March 2024 respectively for
announcing the introduction of Primary Humanities, the Primary Humanities Curriculum
Framework (Final Draft) and relevant support measures for schools’ reference.

Details

3. The EDB recommends that schools, with due regard to the school context and readiness,
pilot the new curriculum according to the Primary Humanities Curriculum Framework in the
2024/25 school year at the earliest.  All primary schools in Hong Kong are required to start
implementing Primary Humanities from P1 and P4 two school levels in the 2025/26 school
year and extend to all year levels in the 2027/28 school year.

School Questionnaire Survey

4. To facilitate the smooth implementation of the Primary Humanities in the 2025/26
school year, the EDB hopes to collect information from schools through questionnaire survey
to further understand the current situation in preparation and pilot implementation of
Primary Humanities in_primary schools, so as to optimise relevant support measures for
the subject. Please refer to the enclosed “School Questionnaire Survey on the
Implementation of the Primary Humanities Curriculum” (Annex 1) for details.

5. School heads or their representatives (such as Vice Principal, Primary School
Master/Mistress (Curriculum Development) [PSM(CD)], General Studies / Primary
Humanities subject panel head) are requested to complete the online questionnaire (Link of



the online questionnaire: https://forms.office.com/r/IuTyRZtT1z) by 28 November 2024.

Professional Training for In-service Teachers and Curriculum Resources

6. The EDB continuously provides support to schools for the implementation of the
Primary Humanities in various ways, including the provision of approximately 4 000 training
places every year and relevant learning and teaching resources. In the 2023/24 school year,
the EDB has conducted curriculum briefing sessions and courses related to curriculum
interpretation and management, national history and Chinese culture, the latest development
of our country, national security education, financial education, anti-drug education,
sustainable development education, life education, etc., providing a total of approximately
12 000 training places. There were over 9 000 teachers participated with very positive
training feedback. Relevant professional training courses for the 2024/25 school year have
been uploaded to the EDB website (https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph). The professional training
provided for General Studies teachers in recent years is also applicable to Primary
Humanities.

Primary Humanities Onsite Workshop

7. To support schools in the effective implementation of the curriculum and enhance school
leaders’ professional capacity in planning the Primary Humanities curriculum, the EDB
conducted the “Workshop on Primary Humanities Curriculum Planning and Management” in
the 2023/24 school year. Due to the overwhelming response, this course will be re-run in
the 2024/25 school year. Starting from this school year, the EDB will also organise the
“Primary Humanities Onsite Workshop” (hereinafter referred to as the “Workshop”) which
will be tentatively conducted for two academic years till the 2025/26 school year. Schools
can enrol for the Workshop in a joint-school mode based on their school context and
teachers’ professional development needs. Schools that have previously enrolled for the
“Primary Education Curriculum Guide — Theme-based Onsite Workshop” can consider
changing one of their selected themes on primary curriculum development to “Introduction to
the Primary Humanities Curriculum” or adding it as an additional theme. Please refer to
Annex 2 for details and application form.

Primary Humanities Learning Circle

8. The EDB has launched the Primary Humanities Learning Circle in the 2023/24
school year to strengthen professional exchange among Primary Humanities teachers,
broaden their professional horizons, as well as disseminate good practices.  Activities in the
learning circle include collaborative lesson planning, experience exchange, open lessons and
experience sharing sessions, etc. The sharing session of the learning circle for the 2023/24
school year was held in June 2024 to share the experience of pilot of Primary Humanities to
all schools in Hong Kong, and positive feedback was received from participating teachers.
The learning circle is open for application throughout the year. Schools can opt for joining
as a core school or network school. Core schools are required to arrange open lessons for
other participating schools for professional exchange, and will be given priority when
enrolling in teacher professional training courses for Primary Humanities provided by the
EDB. Network schools will be given priority to be invited to participate in learning circle
activities and teacher professional training courses for Primary Humanities. For schools
interested in joining the learning circle, please complete the application form in Annex 3.



https://forms.office.com/r/1uTyRZtT1z
https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph

Learning and Teaching Resources

9. In tandem with the implementation of the Primary Humanities curriculum, the EDB has
been providing diversified learning and teaching resources since January 2024, including the
new series of resources recently launched, such as:

“Little Seedling Tells You” Series;

“Chinese Traditional Virtues” Series;

“Learning and Teaching Tips in Primary Humanities”;

“Overview of Primary Humanities Learning Foci”;

“QOur School”;

“My Family”;

“The Earth is My Home - Our Country’s Actions for Addressing Climate Change” and
“Matching of Monuments in Hong Kong - The Past and The Present” card game, etc.

The above resources have been uploaded to the EDB webpage
(https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph/resource) for schools’ reference and use. Diversified learning
resources, such as card games, “Chinese Historical Figures” Notebook, presentation slides for
learning themes related to law-abidingness, self-learning materials for use with videos about
national geography, national history and Chinese culture, etc., will be released soon. The
learning and teaching resources related to humanities education provided for General Studies
teachers in recent years are still applicable to Primary Humanities and teachers can continue
to use them as references.

Enquiry

10. For enquiries, please contact Ms Bonnie CHAN of the Kindergarten and Primary
Section, Curriculum Development Institute, EDB at 2892 6469.

LEE Kin-wan
for Secretary for Education

c.c. Heads of Sections — for information


https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph/resource
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