Learning English through Popular Culture

Introducing Photo Captions
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Learning Activity 1
Speaking
Talking about magazines and newspapers
· What’s your favourite magazine / newspaper? Why? 

· If you don’t read any, why not?

· In popular newspapers, what types of stories do you typically find (e.g. politics, entertainment, sports news)?
· Are the photographs usually in colour or black and white? 

· How important do you think the photographs are?
· What do we normally see below the photographs?
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Learning Activity 2
Speaking, Listening and Reading
Discussing topics in newspaper photos
A 
Speaking and Listening – What are the photos about?
Look at the selection of photos and answer the questions with your group:

· What’s happening in the photo? 

· Where do you think it is? 

· Describe the people / objects shown. 

· Can you guess the story’s topic (e.g. politics, entertainment, sports news)?
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B
Reading – Matching captions to photos
Read the captions and match them to the photos. Write the caption in the box under each photo.
	One of the six Chinese GODS OF WEALTH delivers red packets (better known as LAI SEE) to taxi drivers in Hunghom.


	Firemen from the New Territories East win the final of the dragon boat race in Shing Mun River, Shatin.


	FSD (Fire Services Department) officers rescue villagers from On Leung Village, near Lok Ma Chau in the New Territories after heavy flooding from Typhoon Sam trapped them in their homes. 


	Students from Shanghai show off their martial arts skills at The University of Hong Kong. From left, Kang Meng, Sun Pingping (middle) and Wang Jie.


	Rangers defender Chan Wai-ho (second left) tips over during a moment of Zen in Hong Kong football team's training at Siu Sai Wan.


	NBA star Yao Ming meets with youngsters in a seminar organised by The Dragon Foundation at Queen Elizabeth Stadium, Wan Chai.


C
Reading and Speaking – What do the captions tell us?
Check by reading each caption and discuss with your partner.
Does each caption tell us 
...WHO? ...WHERE?...WHAT?
	
	Who?
	Where?
	What?

	Caption 1
	
	
	

	Caption 2
	
	
	

	Caption 3
	
	
	

	Caption 4
	
	
	

	Caption 5
	
	
	

	Caption 6
	
	
	


Do the photo captions tell us the writer’s opinion?
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Learning Activity 3
Grammar
Tenses used in photo captions

Look at the first two examples of photo captions. 

a) 
What tense do they use for the first verb?

> Present perfect?









> Past simple?









> Present simple?

b) 
Look at this caption:
	Photographers patiently wait to catch a glimpse of Singaporean singer Katy Wu during her second visit to Hong Kong last week.



(i) When did Katy Wu visit Hong Kong?

       ________________


(ii) When did the photographers wait?                        ________________
c)
Now look at another caption:
	Shoppers flock to the new Mega Mall in Lok Fu which opened yesterday.



(iii) When did the Mega Mall open?


       ________________


(iv) When did the shoppers flock to the MegaMall?       ________________
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                        Learning Activity 4
                        Writing
                        Caption writing tips

You work for a local newspaper. You have been asked to write some caption writing tips for a new trainee journalist. Make a list of do’s and don’ts.

Think about these things when writing your tips:

· People in the photo

· When and where

· Opinions

· Length

· Tenses

· Articles (a, an, the) / conjunctions (and, but)

· Adjectives

	Do…

- use present simple in the first line

	Don’t…
- write in headline style (abbreviated, omitting words such as ‘the’, ‘an’, ‘and’)


Learning Activity 5
Grammar and Vocabulary
Noun phrases in photo captions



· Use the nouns and adjectives below to make noun phrases. 
· Choose one or two words from group 1, then add words from group 2.

e.g. fifty-year-old London shop owner...

          (1)               (2)       (2)    (2)






  +

Write your ideas here:
	


 Share your ideas with your partner.
Analysing Photo Captions


Learning Activity 1

Reading and Speaking

Photo captions true or false quiz

Work in pairs to do the True / False quiz:

	   
	True
	False

	1. Photo captions are usually 100 words or more.


	
	

	2. Photo captions do not give information about people in the picture.
	
	

	3. Photo captions always tell us when something happened.


	
	

	4. Photo captions must start with “The picture shows…”.

	
	

	5. Photo captions often use present simple to describe the actions in the picture.
	
	

	6. Photo captions do not usually give opinions (e.g. …an unhappy boy…).

	
	

	7. Photo captions usually use active verbs (e.g. ...flowers
    bloom early).
	
	

	8. Photo captions use lots of adverbs to describe the way the event happened.
	
	

	9. Captions usually include a word / phrase before or after the subject to explain who / what the subject is (e.g. Stephen Chow, Hong Kong actor, ...).
	
	

	10. Captions summarise the key facts of the story and tell us extra information that we may not know from the photograph alone.

	
	



Learning Activity 2

Reading and Speaking

Good and bad captions


Look at the picture below and decide which sentence is best for a photo caption.  Why?


(i) Lots of people in Hong Kong like shopping.

(ii) Shoppers flock to the new Mega Mall in Lok Fu which 

opened yesterday.

Your teacher will show you some more photos and captions. Work in pairs. Decide which text is better to use as a caption for the photo and say why.

Learning Activity 3*
Reading

Investigating photo captions

Collect photos and their captions from an English-language newspaper or magazine. Fill in the table (you might not be able to fill in all columns for each caption).

	Second verb (tense used?)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	First verb (tense used?)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total number of words
	
	
	
	
	
	

	When?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Where?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	What?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Who?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	Caption 1


	Caption 2


	Caption 3


	Caption 4


	Caption 5


	Caption 6




Cropping and Editing Photos

   Learning Activity 1
   Speaking and Writing

   Changing the meaning of photos

A 
Speaking – What is this photo about?

Go to http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources
/educational/handouts/consumerism/choosing_editing_photos.cfm to learn about the ways in which newspaper photos may be surprising.


B 
Speaking – Changing the meaning of a photo
Now practise altering a photo so that it could have a different meaning. Some ideas you can use:

· remove a person / people from the photo

· focus on just one small area of the photo

· remove an important object from the photo

· focus on one person from a crowd scene

· remove a hand so the viewer does not see the gesture being made

· show from the neck up only of a pregnant woman

· remove / change a name / sign from a building

· crop a photo of a sporting event to change the result (e.g. cut off the winner of a race)

Can you think of any other ways to change a photo?

C 
Writing – Two photos two captions
Using the two different versions of your photo, write a different caption for each one. Remember the do’s and don’ts of caption writing.
D
Writing – Giving constructive peer feedback
Check your partner’s captions against your do and don’t list. Has s/he followed the rules?

	Yes, her / his caption is very good because…

(explain why)
	The caption is OK, but needs some work on …
(which rules did s/he forget to use?)
	No, she / he needs to make it better by…

(what are your suggestions?)


Producing a Photo Story


Learning Activity 1*

Reading

Camera shots and angles

Before you take your photos, you must think about what you want to show. What is the subject of your picture? Is it a person, a place, an action, or a small detail / part of one of those? 

 

             


                                                               

 





      






Task: Find examples of each type of camera shot and angle. Make a poster and label each example.


Learning Activity 2*
Reading and Speaking

Telling a story in photos and choosing captions

Use http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/presspack/skillsroom/tellingastory_photos.shtml to practise putting photos into a sequence and adding captions.

Learning Activity 3

Speaking, Listening and Writing

Planning and producing a photo story

Working in a small group, you are going to make your own photo story with captions. These are the steps you should follow:


Step 1: Choose a theme for your story
First, you must decide what your photo story is about. Your teacher may give you some topic ideas.


Step 2: Brainstorm story ideas

Brainstorm story ideas with your group and write notes / make a mind map. 
Step 3: Make a storyboard
Now use the storyboard on S12. Draw / write your ideas in the boxes. You also need to think about locations. For each shot on the storyboard, discuss where you will take the photo and write the location under the picture. Remember, it is best to use only a small number of locations and it will be easier for you if they are close to each other.


Step 4: Choose a job
Before you start taking photos, you must decide what job each person in your group will do. Here are some ideas: photographer, model(s), props person, costume / make-up person, director.

Step 5: Plan your photo shoot
Write a list of all the things you will need to take on the photo shoot (e.g. props, costume, camera, notes and storyboard ideas) and who will bring them. Finally, make a plan with your group about when and where you are going to meet to take your photos.  Check that everybody knows what they need to bring.

  Step 3: Make a Storyboard

This storyboard is your plan for the final photo story. Work with your group and decide what the main events are in your story. Then, write notes or draw a quick sketch in each box to explain what that photo will be of. Also, write where you could take the photo.

	1. Where?..............................
	2. Where?..............................
	3. Where?..............................
	4. Where?..............................

	5. Where?..............................
	6. Where?..............................
	7. Where?..............................
	8. Where?..............................


Learning Activity 4

Speaking, Reading and Writing

Producing captions for your photo story

A 
Speaking – Putting your photos into a sequence
Now you should have a selection of photos. With your group, choose the best ones for the final photo story and put them in order.
Put these sequencing words in order (some of them have the same meaning):

	finally
	after that
	next
	to begin with
	secondly


Talk to your partner and practise telling the story. You can write notes if you want to.

Remember: Who? Where? When? What?

B
Speaking and Reading – Revision of caption writing tips
Do the quiz below to remind you about caption writing. Circle the correct option.
	1. A photo caption should be about 5 / 15 / 50 words long.
	2. Photo captions usually use past simple / present simple / past continuous in the first line.
	3. The main people in the photo are / are not usually identified.

	4. You do / do not need to use articles (a, an, the) or conjunctions (and, but) in photo captions.


	

	5. Photo captions usually give the writer’s opinion / just the facts.

	6. Photo captions often include information about when / where / who / why / what.
	7. Photo captions do / do not give us extra information that we didn’t know from the photograph alone.
	8. It is necessary / unnecessary to give a description of the photo, e.g. “This photo shows…”




C 
Writing – Photo captions for your story
Now write a caption for each photo in your story. Remember the caption writing tips!

With your group, you should discuss the captions and choose the best ones to add to your final photo story. There must be at least two captions from each group member.
D 
Peer feedback –  A photo story
Finally, look at another group’s captions and answer these questions:

	Did they:


	Yes
	No
	Not sure
	Not applicable

	...use present simple in the first line?


	
	
	
	

	...use past simple later to give us information about when the event happened?

	
	
	
	

	...tell us about the people in the picture by using adjectives and a noun phrase?


	
	
	
	

	...make their caption too long?


	
	
	
	

	...give us their own opinions?


	
	
	
	

	...use the caption to give us extra information that we didn’t know from looking at the photo?


	
	
	
	

	...use descriptive words like ‘beautiful’ or ‘terrible’ to describe things which we already knew from the picture?




	
	
	
	

	...accurately describe the photo?



	
	
	
	


Tell the other group what you thought of their work. Use the sentence starters below to help you:



Advice to help them improve their work:






Give them some positive feedback:






( A caption is an important piece of information to help us understand the photograph.


(n.) A title, short explanation, or description accompanying an illustration or photograph











( Photo captions use the present simple to describe what is happening in the picture even though the event usually happened in the past. We can use the past simple to add information later in the caption, e.g. to say when it happened.





Shoppers flock to the new MegaMall in Lok Fu which opened yesterday.





	   present simple				                    	    past simple





Usually, the camera looks at the subject, but a reverse-angle shot (or point-of-view shot) shows us what the subject is seeing.

















�





A shot at eye-level 


is neutral.




















Reverse-angle shot





�





�





( Photo captions use noun phrases to describe the people / objects in the picture. A number of nouns can be used together. Sometimes adjectives are also added before the nouns. Look at this example:





Local fish-stall worker Nora Wing...


                                                  


			adjective	  nouns used        noun	noun


				  together as


				  adjective





A high-angle shot positions the camera above eye-level, looking down on the subject. This can make the subject appear small, helpless, weak or vulnerable.











Eye-level shot














High-angle


shot





You could try (adding / removing / changing) ...


Why not think about (ordering / listing) ... ?


Next time, why don’t you (change / cut / swap) …?


How about (reversing / changing) ... ?





A low-angle shot has the camera looking up at the subject, making her / him seem big, powerful or threatening.


























Low-angle shot


























Photo 2
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local 


young 


big


happy 


worried 


new 


retired 


fifty-year-old 


traditional





shop


students 


Hong Kong


owner 


manager 


school 


teacher 


street 


bus 


bank 


customers 


driver 


market 


crowds 


Mongkok 


shoppers


worker 


London
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In this picture we can see the whole person. 


It is called a long shot.

















Medium shot








And finally, this is a medium shot. In this picture, we can only see the top half of the person.








�




















Long shot





A picture like this, showing a landscape or buildings from far away, is called an extreme long shot. These are often used to set the background of the story.











�














Extreme long shot





You can also use an extreme close-up to focus on a small detail.








Please refer to 


the print version


for the photographs used


 in this activity.





Close-up











Extreme close-up





This picture is a close-up.





�





( Cropping a photo means cutting part of it off. Editing a photo means changing something in the photo so it looks different.
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We think your captions are ...


The story is ...


You have ... well.


We really like ...































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Please refer to the print version


for the photograph used in this activity.





Shopping Mall

















Photo 6























Photo 5



































Photo 3














Please refer to the print version


for the photographs used in this activity.








Photo 1





























Photo 4









































( Camera angle is also important. Using different camera angles adds variety as well as information. Look at the examples below:








( Photographers use different types of shots to help them to achieve the effect they want. 
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