Learning English through Popular Culture

Fashion Columns
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Learning Activity 1

Speaking

How important are clothes to you?

Instructions
	You need:  
a pencil, two people to play

To play:  
Use Washing Line A and draw your favourite outfit on it.           Take a maximum of three minutes. When you’ve finished, describe it so that your partner can draw the same on Washing Line B.
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Washing Line A
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Washing Line B
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	Speaking  


Why are these clothes your favourites? What would you do if you ever lost them?
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Learning Activity 2
Listening and Vocabulary
Clothes bingo
	You need:  
to choose a card to play the bingo game: A, B or C.

To play:  
Your teacher will show you pictures of items of clothing. If you have



the word(s) for the item, cross it off your card. Shout ‘Line’ if you 

cross out a horizontal, vertical or diagonal line. Shout ‘House’ if you 

cross off all your words.
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Learning Activity 3
Listening and Speaking 

Lost property
A
Speaking – Lost and found
Have you ever lost any clothes?  What did you lose and where did it happen?  Did you ever recover the clothes?  How important were the clothes to you and why?

B
Listening and Form-filling – Lost property office
You will hear a recording of a woman calling the lost property office of a taxi company to explain that she has left some clothes in the back of a taxi.  Listen to the conversation and complete the taxi office lost property form.
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Learning Activity 4
Vocabulary and Speaking

Ordering adjectives to describe clothes

Sometimes we need to describe clothes in detail to another person.  Read the following conversation.  Where is Person A, and where is Person B?  How many times is the jacket described by the end of the conversation? Now read aloud the conversation with a partner: the words in bold show the stress in the sentence.
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Learning Activity 5
Vocabulary

Describing clothes

Use the words in the box to describe some men’s clothes.







Learning Activity 6

Reading and Speaking

Fashion column titles

A
Reading – Fashion column titles

Instructions 

	You need:
a coin, two people to play

Activity:
Read the fashion column titles below. Toss a coin. If you throw heads,
put a circle around a title of a column that tells you what to wear. If you throw tails, put a rectangle around a title of a column that tells you what to avoid wearing.


	Lovely Lush Looks
	Poppy’s Big Mistake

	Ten Fashion No-No’s
	Style Council

	Glam and Gorgeous
	Heavenly Hot Heels

	What on earth was s/he thinking?
	How not to…




B
Language Study – Fashion column titles
Discuss the following language questions with your partner.




    Learning Activity 7


    Reading and Vocabulary


    Preparing to write



    fashion columns

A
Language Study – Fashion columns 

	Activity:
Read the paragraphs below. The phrases come from three types of 

fashion columns.  



Put a star ( next to phrases about current styles, an unhappy 

face ( next to phrases about fashion mistakes, and an arrow ( 

next to phrases about adapting looks. Which key language clues 

helped you decide?  The first three are examples.


	(
	(a) The ancient Greek or Grecian look is a huge trend.  This is an off-the-shoulder, flowing knee-length dress. 

(1) Clue: ‘a huge trend’


	(
	(b) Candy drew attention to her toes with some eye-catching nail polish – big no-no with such a colourful dress.

(2) Clue:  ‘big no-no’ + past simple tense telling us something has already happened.


	(
	(c) Dress this look up by adding a flowery scarf at the neck.

(3) Clue:  ‘dress this up’ – make it more formal; adapt it.



	
	(d) Pippa’s big toe was on the catwalk five minutes before the rest of her – cover those feet up and get out of sandals!

Clue:



	
	(e) Polka dots are still in style, and bright polka dots are totally awesome for this summer’s beach parties.

Clue:


	
	(f) Sixties style ties are massive on the male catwalk. Get one in your wardrobe today!

Clue:



	
	(g) A mix of designer label and high-street styles.  Works well if you dress it down with sunglasses and bling.  Original and cool.

Clue:


	
	(h) How NOT to co-ordinate:  the secret to mix-and-match is not to stick to one colour only. Unfortunately, Betty doesn’t seem to know this. Hey, Betty, get some fashion sense!

Clue:



	
	(i) Accessorise with a silk scarf for a more sophisticated look.

Clue:




B
Vocabulary Review – Preparing to write 

	Activity:  
Match the beginnings and endings of the phrases to review 
language you studied in the last section.  Try to do this without 
looking at the last task.














	Speaking  


Which phrases are about current styles, fashion no-no’s and adapting looks?





   
     Learning Activity 8

   
     Writing
 
  
     Your fashion columns

	A
Brainstorming – Deciding the type of column
1
In small groups of three or four, decide which type of column you would prefer to write. The options are (1) current styles, (2) fashion no-no’s, or (3) adapting looks. You will write four columns to go with four photos.

2
Before you write, you need to decide who is taking the following roles:


(a)
Photographer



- responsible for choosing the location of the shots (inside / 


outside) and the types of shots (see photo captions for ideas)


(b)
Wardrobe



- responsible for advising on clothes collections to best fit 


the type of column you are writing, for example, if you are writing



a ‘no-no’ column, the clothes may be completely different from those for a ‘current styles’ column


(c)
Stylist and / or Model(s)


- both responsible for styles, accessories, hair and make-up for the 

four key shots to create the column type you have chosen




B
Planning and writing – Early collection and drafting
1
IMPORTANT: Before you start any writing, Wardrobe and Stylist / Model 
must find appropriate clothes for the column type you have decided. This 
means you should organise a time slot for the team to meet in order to 
plan. Use the Photo Template on the next page to help you plan. Enlarge it to A3.

2
Once you have your four outfits or adaptations of one or two outfits, take 
some early shots to get an idea of how the final photo will look. This will 
help you think about what you want to say in your column. 

3
Using the early shots, start to plan your column. If there are four 
people in your group, draft one column each. Each column should be 15-
30 words.  Use the Fashion Glossary (S43) to help you.

	C
Revising and Editing – Final photo shoot and peer-editing
1
Select the best early shots, and plan to take the final shots.  Remember 
good lighting, clear backgrounds and use of make-up can all add to the 
impact of your photos.

2
Re-draft your early column, checking you have used the language you 
have studied and making sure that you don’t repeat what a team member 
has already written. Revise and edit each other’s work. 

3
Finally, use an exciting, but readable font and use colour to increase 
impact.




(Optional) Photo Template
	



Fashion Glossary – Useful words and phrases

	Hot 


Heavenly


Stunning
Glam (glamorous)


Gorge (gorgeous)
Wicked
     

Rockin’ (rocking)


A-list (meaning the best list)

How to get it right


Look the part with …

Try it, buy it, wear it, love it

Hot off the runway


The perfect (jacket) to wear with …

Dazzle them with …

Fabulous!
Worth the splurge (worth spending a lot of money on)

Add your own words & phrases:


	



	
	Big mistake   



No-no

Step away from the (trousers / dress)

Faux pas (from French – a word which means ‘it should never be done’, a habit / choice to avoid, e.g. a fashion faux pas)
Made for the bin


Whoops!

What the heck…?


Less stylish (than your grandma’s clothes)


Wonder if he looked in the mirror before he came out 

Not for the faint-hearted!

Add your own words & phrases:
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(5) Yeah, the warm, black woollen one with a hood.





(4) The black one?





(3) The warm one with a hood.





(2) Which jacket?





(1) I need my jacket.  I’m cold.





Person A





     Person B





�








Date:			29 February					       (Version A)


Time of pick-up:	________________________


Place of pick-up:	Albion ___________________


Items lost:		(see below)


(1)  			


________�
tight-fitting�
_______-


_______�
_______�
_______�
_______�
�
(2)


_______


�
_______�
_______-


_______�
orange�
_______


�
cargo pants�
�
(3)


_______


�
_______


�
_______


�
light blue�
_______


�
_______


�
�






Casual Clothing and Accessories








C





Basic Clothing (‘Basics’)





B





Patterns and Fabrics





A





�








3





2





4





1








�








1 What’s a ‘no-no’: a suggestion or a warning? Who says it and who are they talking to?  What are they talking about? Can you give an example?


2 What kind of mistake did Poppy, the film star, make? Where was she? Who saw her?  (Remember, this is a fashion column title.)


3 What type of phrase might come after, ‘How not to…’? Is this column telling you to do something, or to avoid doing something?


4 What do the titles, ‘lovely lush looks’, ‘heavenly hot heels’ and ‘glam and gorgeous’ all have in common? (Clue:  look at the first letter)


5 Does a council usually have authority? What sort of authority does a style council have?


6 ‘What on earth was s/he thinking?’ This is a very popular phrase used in fashion commentary these days to say (choose one): (a) s/he made a good choice of clothes; (b) s/he didn’t co-ordinate her / his clothing very well; (c) s/he looked ridiculous.  Can you say the phrase using the words in bold to help you with correct sentence stress?  (Remember, there is no answer to this question; it’s an exclamation, like ‘oh no!’.)











(a) … to large feet by wearing open-toe sandals.





(1) Works well …





(b) … mix-and-match is not to ...





(2) Stripes are … 





(c) … still in style.





(3) Don’t draw attention …





(d) … by wearing it with flip-flops.





(4) The secret to …





(e)  … if you dress it up with flashy earrings.








(5) This spring …





(6) Dress this down …





(f) … is all about smart suits.
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Title:














3














4








Fashion Columns





Negative





Positive






















































































Jacket














Jeans











Shirt








Please refer to the print version for the images used in this activity.


T-shirt























One word is not needed:





stripy


with a hood


fleece


blue


white


front


baggy














bling (bling)�
a hoodie*�
cargo pants�
�
a trucker cap�
skinny jeans�
trainers�
�
leggings�
a T-shirt�
loose-fit jeans�
�
*a hoodie is a short name for a hooded top, sweatshirt or jacket (may also be spelled ‘hoody’)











a suit�
trousers�
a jacket�
�
a skirt�
a tie�
a shirt�
�
a jumper or a sweater�
a dress�
a blouse�
�






checks / checked�
stripes / stripy / striped�
spots / spotty / spotted�
�
plain�
woollen�
leather�
�
cotton�
linen�
denim�
�






�















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































1 T-shirt�
�
a�
�
T-shirt�
�
2 Shirt�
�
a�
grey�
and�
�
�
shirt�
�
3 Jeans�
�
black�
�
jeans�
�
4 Jacket�
�
a�
�
jacket�
�
�
�
�
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