What are Social Issues?

You are about to do this elective module ‘Learning English through Social Issues’. 
Learning Activity 1
Your group will receive some cards from your teacher. 

(a) Identify the cards that are social issues and separate them from the ones that are not. Be prepared to give reasons to explain why you consider some of the topics ‘social issues’ but not the others. 

(b) Considering the reasons given by different groups in (a), draw up some criteria that make a topic a social issue.
(c) Group the social issues according to your understanding of their nature (e.g. ‘they are all related to health’). Be prepared to explain the different groups to your other classmates. You can use the space below to make notes.

(d) Brainstorm other social issues and write one on each blank card. Either add them to your groups or make new groups.


Learning Activity 2

How do social issues affect the world? How do they affect society? How do they affect you as an individual? 

(a) In your group, discuss what impact the social issues in Learning Activity 1 (and any other socials issues you can think of) have on the world, Hong Kong and you. 

(b) Which of the issues has the biggest impact on the world, Hong Kong and you respectively? Rank the impact of the issues in each case. Choose the top three and complete the table below.

	Three issues with the biggest impact on the world
	Three issues with the biggest impact on Hong Kong
	Three issues with the biggest impact on you

	e.g. Poverty

Impact: It causes a lot of suffering like the lack of food, clean water and medical care. This problem affects millions of people all around the world. 


	e.g. Air pollution

Impact: It affects not only the health of Hong Kong people, but also the wish for foreigners to visit or work in Hong Kong. 
	e.g. Slimming culture

Impact: As a girl, I can feel the social pressure on me. I really like eating, but I have to watch my diet to stay slim.
 

	1. 

Impact:______________
____________________
____________________
____________________
	1. 

Impact:______________
____________________
____________________
____________________
	1. 

Impact:_____________
___________________
___________________
___________________

	2.

Impact:______________
____________________
____________________
____________________
	2.

Impact:______________
____________________
____________________
____________________
	2.

Impact:_____________
___________________
___________________
___________________

	3.

Impact:______________
____________________
____________________
____________________
	3.

Impact:______________
____________________
____________________
____________________
	3.

Impact:_____________
___________________
___________________
___________________


Learning Activity 3
Do you care about social issues? Why do social issues matter? 
(a) Look at the possible reasons why you should be concerned* and decide whether you agree or not by circling the appropriate number.
(b) Suggest some other reasons and conclude if you think you care about social issues.
(c) In groups, share your answers.

	Reasons why I should care 
about social issues
	       1      2      3      4       5

Disagree (-------------( Agree

	1. I am a world citizen and I have the responsibility to care.
	1          2         3          4         5

	2. Social issues help me to develop critical thinking skills.
	1          2         3          4         5

	3. I want to make a difference.
	1          2         3          4         5

	4. I feel sorry for those less fortunate in society.
	1          2         3          4         5

	5. Social issues will have an impact on my life eventually.
	1          2         3          4         5

	6. I find social issues interesting.
	1          2         3          4         5

	(your own reasons)

7.

8.




Looking at all your answers above, do you think you care much about social issues? Why (not)?
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