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Exemplar 4

� listen to teacher’s
reading of the story
presented in a big book
and in the process
predict the meanings of
new words and story
content (e.g. using realia
or the context and
picture cues in the book)

� read aloud part of the
story together (e.g. all
the questions “Do you
like my …?”) and then
chime in at other parts of
the story in groups (e.g.
“Yes, I do.”/ “I like your
socks.”)

� pay attention to, identify
and frame the target
letter sound (e.g. k in
pink and think) and later
make a word train/wall
with words from the
textbook and other
resources

� participate in activities
with fun elements (e.g.
singing the song “Do
you like my dress?”) and
show understanding of
vocabulary items by
playing a game on
matching pictures and
word cards of clothing
items

In the shared reading sessions, learners: Impact on Learning

Learners
develop an interest in
learning English when
they are engaged in
enjoyable reading
activities;
internalize the rhythm
and target language
items through reading
aloud and group
reading; and
develop their reading
and vocabulary building
skills through using the
context and picture cues
to guess the story
content and meanings of
new words.

Learners
develop their awareness
of the basic sound
patterns and phonics
skills; and
build up their confidence
and skills in attempting
to read new words
through the application
of their phonics skills.

Learners
have fun and internalize
the target language
items through singing;
and
develop keenness to
participate in activities
leading to an
improvement of their
knowledge and skills in
the language.

Learning and Teaching Stage

E22



Exemplar 4

� express their personal
experiences/imaginative
ideas by creating their
own stories, providing a
new ending, or acting
out the story

� conduct a survey
through which they can
express their likes and
dislikes

� collect words on a theme
related to the story (e.g.
clothing, colour) from
various sources (e.g.
textbook, picture
dictionaries, other
storybooks,
advertisements) and
organize them in
meaningful groups (e.g.
vocabulary books/word
trees)

Learners
practise and consolidate
in meaningful contexts
the vocabulary items,
communicative
functions, and grammar
items and structures
through re-writing a
story and carrying out a
survey instead of doing
meaningless mechanical
exercises such as filling
in blanks with correct
articles/prepositions/
verbs in discrete
sentences;
develop their creativity
through giving
expression to their
imaginative ideas; and
develop their
communication skills
when they conduct the
survey.

Learners develop
their vocabulary
building and study skills
through actively
collecting words to
compile a vocabulary
book/word tree or a
diagram around a theme
rather than memorizing
a list of unrelated words
out of context; and
their information skills
through organizing
words in meaningful
groups and referring to
them as a resource for
spelling and writing.

E23



Exemplar 4

� draw learners’ attention
to the target vocabulary
items, letter sounds,
communicative
functions, and grammar
items and structures

� make reference to the
shared reading
experience (e.g.
encouraging learners to
add words they learn in
the textbook/other
resource materials to the
vocabulary book/word
train/word wall)

In other English lessons, when teachers use the textbook/
other resource materials, they:

Impact on Learning

Learners see connections
between their learning
experiences and become
more motivated in
learning English.

Learners
carry out self-directed
learning when
collecting words from
various texts that they
come across (e.g.
textbook, picture
dictionaries and other
storybooks); and
practise learning how
to learn.
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� develop in learners the following specific language development strategies and attitudes:
- creative thinking through reading/viewing a broad range of imaginative texts, such

as stories and films, and demonstrating sensitivity in their appreciation of these texts;
- active participation and collaboration with others in accomplishing tasks; and
- respect for different cultures.

Learning and Teaching Process Impact on Learning

Exemplar 8

� Learners practise/develop
language skills and acquire content
knowledge.

� Learners appreciate the courageous
efforts of the explorers and
communicate their views on how
human beings stand up to
challenges.

� Learners develop cultural
awareness through discussion of the
different attitudes towards Mount
Everest between Tibetans and
Westerners.

� Film watching in the Space
Museum, supported by relevant
learning activities, enables learners
to relate language learning to its
purposeful use for communication
in the real world and makes
learning an enjoyable experience for
them.

EXPEDITION TO EVEREST

The first person to reach the summit of Mount Everest was Sir
Edmund Hillary from (1)_________ in 1953. He climbed Everest with
a local Sherpa guide whose name was (2)_________. People had been
trying to reach the summit since Everest was first discovered to be the
highest peak in the world in 1855. Everest is (3)_________ feet (8,840
metres) above sea level. The mountain was named after Sir
(4)_________, who had been the Surveyor General of the country of
(5)_________. The name Mount Everest was accepted by the
(6)_________ Society of Britain in 1856.

Since Everest was first climbed many people have followed …

E39

Task A
� Learners learn about the formation

of mountains as explained by a
Geography teacher.

� Learners listen to stories about
explorers who struggled to conquer
the summit of Mount Everest and
engage in discussions on
- how difficulties were overcome, and
- the different attitudes towards

Mount Everest between Tibetans
and Westerners.

� Learners watch a film about Mount
Everest in the Hong Kong Space
Museum and do follow-up activities:
- a quiz on the content of the film; and
- an inter-class gap-filling activity

practising question forms.



� Learners listen to and sing the song
“Climb Every Mountain”.

� Learners are encouraged to find out
more information about the conquest
of Mount Everest, write stories
about it and share their work with
their peers.

� Learners practise listening for
meaning, appreciate the lyrics and
melody of the song, and express
their feelings through singing.

� Self-directed learning takes place
when learners search for
information on a voluntary basis.
They develop creativity in story
writing and communicate
purposefully when they share their
work with others.

Exemplar 8

Task B
� Learners discuss and make a list of

important events and figures in the
history of modern China.

� Learners visit the exhibition “A
Hundred Years of Self-strengthening”
at the Hong Kong Museum of History
to find out more about the history of
modern China.

� Learners apply their knowledge,
exercise critical thinking, practise
expressing their own views and learn
to respect those of others.

� Learners’ motivation is raised when
they can move beyond the confines
of the classroom, make use of
community resources and learn
through real-life experiences. They
also see the relevance and
connections between English and
what they learn in History.

E40



� Through seeing the exhibits,
gathering information and
reflecting on issues related to
modern China, learners gain a
deeper understanding of the history
of China and are more aware of
their national identity.

Exemplar 8

� Learners make use of information
collected at the exhibition and complete
worksheets which ask for facts as well
as personal views about the history of
modern China (e.g. “What makes you
proud of China? What are your hopes
for China?”).

� Learners check each other’s work by
referring to leaflets collected from the
exhibition.

� Learners collaborate in completing an
inter-class gap-filling activity. The
teacher then provides evaluation and
feedback.

“A Hundred Years of Self-strengthening”
Students’ Response

What makes you proud of China?

� The idea of one country, two systems
� Although there were a lot of wars, China has

finally become a big, good and strong country
� …

What are your hopes for China?

� More freedom and democracy
� More influential in the world
� Give people more rights
� Better and more open
� …

What do you think China will be in 10 years,
50 years and 100 years?

� More prosperous than other countries
� Unified with Taiwan in 50 years
� More open
� One of the best countries
� …

� Learning is promoted through
collaboration, peer and teacher
feedback and support.

E41
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The following diagram and table show how a local primary school plans and implements a

variety of activities to develop gifted young learners’ creative use of English:

Exemplar 13
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Graded Activities

Target learners:
Top 10 pupils in
each class from P1
to P6
Mode:
� Regular

English lessons
Activities:
� Doing extended

tasks based on
the regular
school English
programme to
provide
opportunities
for further
language
practice

Keeping a diary

Reading,
thinking and
writing

Open-ended
Writing Tasks

Target learners:
Top 10 pupils in
each class from P1
to P6
Mode:
� Regular

English lessons
Activities:
� Doing

additional
challenging
reading and
writing tasks to
enhance the
development of
critical thinking
skills (e.g.
reading a short
passage about
the dangers of
fire and
describing what
one can do
when her
younger
brother is
found playing
with a box of
matches at
home)

Speaking Tasks

Target learners:
Top 15/16 pupils in
each class from P1
to P6
Mode:
� One lesson each

week
� Designed and

conducted by
the school’s
native-speaking
English teachers

Activities:
� Participating in

a variety of
interactive
speaking tasks
in pairs/groups
and individually
(e.g. candid box,
show and tell,
storytelling)

Choral Verse-speaking

Target learners:
Top 40 pupils in P2
Mode:
� A one-hour workshop each week after lunch
� Conducted by an English teacher of the school
Activity:
� Taking part in the Hong Kong Speech Festival

Drama Activities

Target learners:
Top 15 pupils in each level of P4 and P5
Mode:
� A one-hour lesson each week after the

regular school hours
� Designed and conducted by the school’s

English teachers
Activities:
� Writing plays
� Participating in theatre games and various

drama activities
� Taking part in the Hong Kong School

Drama Festival

Drama performance

Rehearsal

Creative Writing

Target learners:
Top 15 pupils in each level
from P3 to P6
Mode:
� A one-hour lesson each

week after the regular
school hours

� Designed and conducted
by the school’s native-
speaking English teachers

Activities:
� Producing works of

various  text-types
(e.g. recipes)

� Doing a variety of creative
writing tasks
(e.g. imagining oneself to
be one of the characters in
the story and writing a
new ending)

� Pupils’ work compiled and
published in the school
publication “�� !! ”

Summer Creative
Writing Workshops

Target learners:
Top 15 pupils in each level
from P3 to P6
Mode:
� A one-hour lesson every

day for 10 days during the
summer holidays

� Designed and conducted
by the school’s native-
speaking  English teachers

Activities:
� Producing works of

various text-types (e.g.
advertisements)

� Doing a variety of creative
writing tasks (e.g. writing
an action plan if one
becomes invisible)

� Pupils’ work compiled and
published in the school
publication “�� !! ”

Hong Kong Odyssey of the Mind Programme

Target learners:
Top 7 pupils in P3 and P4
Mode:
� A 1 -hour workshop each week after the

regular school hours
� Planned by the whole group of pupils, along

with some support from the school’s English
teachers

Activities:
� Selecting a topic to work on
� Discussing and planning how to solve the

problems identified and present the solutions
� Participating in the Regional Competition

Breaking the Barrier

Target learners:
Top 20 pupils in P5 and P6
Mode:
� A 1 -hour workshop each week after the

regular school hours
� Designed and conducted by an expert in drama

hired by the school
Activities:
� Writing scripts
� Participating in theatre games and various

drama activities
� Preparing for a public performance together

with children from other schools

Rewriting stories Writing poems Performance in the Regional Competition

Enhancement English Activities beyond School Hours

Active Learning Activities

Target learners:
Top 30 pupils in each level of P5 and P6
Mode:
� One double lesson every Friday during the regular school hours
� Designed and conducted by the English teachers
Activities:
� Doing a variety of reading and writing tasks
� Working as a committee to design a board displayed at the school’s

English Corner every week or every other week
� Applying various skills in doing projects (e.g. surfing the Internet for

information to develop IT and information skills in language learning,
interviewing people and writing poems)

Exemplar 13Exemplar 13

P1

P2

P3

P4

P5

P6

English Corner Committee
Record of meeting

Regular School English Activities within School Hours
Project reports
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Youth Arts Festival

Target learners:
All pupils in each level from P4 to P6
Mode:
� Outings during the regular school hours
� Organized by the Hong Kong Youth Arts

Festival Association Ltd.
Activities:
� Watching a performance (e.g. play, dance) by

English-speaking professionals
� Attending a follow-up workshop conducted in

English to help learners understand the content of
the performance more

� Participating in art workshops and storytelling
sessions conducted by native-speaking English
teachers

P1

P2

P3

P4

P5

P6

Moving Poetry

Target learners:
Top 10 pupils from P4 to P6
Mode:
� Extra lessons on Saturdays
� Organized by the University of Hong Kong
Activities:
� Participating in poetry writing workshops

conducted by university teaching staff and local
poets

� Pupils’ work compiled and published in the HKU
publication “Moving Poetry”

Participating in art workshops

The young poets

Extended Learning Activities Using Community Resources

Science Theatre

Target learners:
All pupils in each level from P4 to P6
Mode:
� Regular school hours
� Organized by the British Council
Activities:
� Watching a drama concerning science

performed by English-speaking
professionals

� Attending a follow-up workshop
conducted in English to enhance
learners’ understanding of scientific
knowledge

Watching experiments on pulleys

P1

P2

P3

P4

P5

P6

Exemplar 13

Project:
“Driving Bananas
to visit interesting
places in HK”

Self-directed Learning Activities
Self-study Projects

Target learners:
Top 3 to 4 pupils in each level from
P1 to P6
Mode:
� Planned by

individual pupils
Activities:
� Choosing a topic to work on

(e.g. interesting places to visit in
Hong Kong)

� Planning, developing and
carrying out the project

� Consulting their English
teachers for guidance and
feedback

Solo Verse-speaking/Prose
Reading

Target learners:
Top 3 to 4 pupils in each level
from P1 to P6
Mode:
� Guidance mainly provided by

parents, along with support
from the English teachers of the
school

Activity:
� Taking part in the Hong Kong

Speech Festival

Exemplar 13
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Exemplar 16

Assessment for English Learning:

“Who am I?”  (Secondary 3 – 4)

Introduction

Assessment need not always be formal and can be fun. The following exemplar task takes the

form of a guessing game, which aims to assess learners’ ability to ask questions effectively. It

shows how formative assessment can be used as a tool to promote classroom and self-access

language learning in an interesting way.

The task illustrates how:

• formative assessment can be used to promote pleasurable language learning and teaching;

• self, peer and teacher feedback can be used to enhance learners’ speaking skills; and

• self-access language learning strategies can be promoted through formative assessment.

It helps learners:

• find out, through self, peer and teacher feedback, about their oral proficiency (including

the use of questioning techniques) and develop strategies for improvement;

• develop their creativity, and skills of collaboration, communication, critical thinking,

problem-solving and self-management; and

• develop a commitment to independent/lifelong language learning as well as social skills

through assuming different roles in group activities.

Background Knowledge

• Learners have learnt different question types such as yes/no questions and open-ended

questions. They are familiar with wh-questions, i.e. questions beginning with “What”,

“Where”, “When”, “Why”, etc.

• They have practised using stress and intonation in speech appropriately.

• They have also been taught the features of effective speech and are familiar with the

criteria presented in the self and peer evaluation checklist.

The Assessment Task

• In this formative assessment task, learners assume the role of guests at a birthday party

where they are playing the “Celebrities” game. Learners work in groups of 4. One

member plays the role of a celebrity based on given information. The other members ask

questions in order to guess the identity of the celebrity.

• The task is intended for S3/S4 learners.

                                                  



Exemplar 16

Preparation
� Learners who play the role of the celebrity select

a card from the “Celebrities Box”* and read the
given information to get prepared.

� The other learners prepare questions to help them
make the correct guess, while observing the
rule that they should refrain from asking
questions which directly reveal the identity of
the celebrity.

Questioning Time
� Learners are actively involved in asking and

answering questions.
� They audio-tape their role play for purposes of

self, peer and teacher assessment.
� Learners change roles and play the game again.

Self/Peer/Teacher Assessment
� Learners listen to the audio recordings of their

role play and make use of a “Checklist” to do
self and peer assessment of their speaking
performances.

� Learners reflect on the questions they used in
the role play and consider how improvements
can be made.

� As a class, learners listen to the audio recordings
of individual groups and share their self and peer
feedback.

� Teacher provides encouragement and makes
suggestions for further improvement.

� Teacher collects audio recordings, identifies
learners’ strengths and weaknesses, and plans
follow-up work.

Learning, Teaching and Assessment Process Impact on Learning

� Learners’ motivation is raised when
they choose a celebrity and play a
game in class.

� Learners practise skimming and
scanning for overall understanding
and specific information.

� Learners apply their knowledge of
different question types and
formulate questions to obtain useful
information.

� Learners use questioning techniques
to gather information and apply
their skills to convey information.

� Learners develop creativity and
communication and problem-
solving skills in completing the task.

� Learners develop a range of social
skills through varying the roles in the
game.

� Learners develop strategies of
planning, managing and evaluating
their own learning.

� Learners develop critical thinking
and collaboration skills when they
assess and make suggestions for
improvement on aspects such as
fluency, intonation, audibility and
questioning techniques.

� Learners find out about their
questioning techniques and skills in
conveying information through self,
peer and teacher assessment and
develop strategies for improvement.

� Future learning activities are
planned according to learners’
needs and abilities.

* A collection of materials/data files on celebrities that has been compiled for the purpose of this task. In fact, learners can be
asked to work in groups to contribute materials to the collection, making the game more engaging.
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