EDUCATION BUREAU CIRCULAR MEMORANDUM NO. 141/2024

From:  Secretary for Education To : Supervisors/ Principals of all aided
(including special schools),
government and caput schools, and

Ref. . 1123-2010-8070-9015-00001-P001 schools under the Direct Subsidy
Scheme offering local senior
secondary curriculum

Date: 5 July 2024

The Arrangements for the 2024/25 School Year for
Mainland Study Tours of the Subject of Citizenship and Social Development

Summary

This circular memorandum announces the arrangements for the 2024/25 school year for
Mainland study tours of the senior secondary subject of Citizenship and Social Development (CS).

Background

2. As an integral part of the CS curriculum, CS Mainland study tours aim at enabling all senior
secondary students taking local curriculum to gain first-hand understanding of our country and its
latest development through field study activities, understand and appreciate Chinese culture, and
enhance their sense of national identity.

3. CS Mainland study tours were kick-started in April 2023. A total of more than 90 000
senior secondary students took part in the study tours in the past two school years. The feedback
from teachers and students has been positive. It is generally agreed that CS Mainland study tours
have extended classroom learning, deepened the understanding of our country’s development in
various aspects and achieved the expected learning objectives.

Details

Routes

4. The Education Bureau (EDB) has offered 28 routes of CS Mainland study tours in total for
the 2024/25 school year, with 18 routes of one to three days in Guangdong Province and 10 routes of
four to five days outside Guangdong Province; introduction of new routes to three more provinces,
covering Jiangxi Province, Jiangsu Province and Shandong Province; and incorporation of activity
bases into some routes for students to participate in experiential learning programmes at the activity
bases while having opportunities to visit other spots relevant to the CS curriculum. In addition, to
tie in with the implementation of patriotic education, relevant visiting spots have been included in CS
Mainland study tours to strengthen students’ understanding in areas such as our country’s history,
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culture, current situation and achievements, with a view to enhancing their sense of national identity
and sense of belonging.  For details of the routes of CS Mainland study tours in the 2024/25 school
year, please refer to Annex 1 (Chinese version only).

Online application and details of application

5. All senior secondary students taking local curriculum will be fully subsidised to participate
in CS Mainland study tours organised by the EDB once. Schools have to arrange all senior
secondary students to join. If students encounter practical difficulties and have sound justifications
for not joining the tours, they should obtain prior permission from schools. Schools should handle
the cases prudently based on the actual circumstances and justifications provided by individual
students, and report the cases to the Incorporated Management Committee/ School Management
Committee. The cases should also be reported to the EDB, and relevant information and records
should be properly handled and archived for future reference.

6. To facilitate the arrangements for learning activities before, during and after CS Mainland
study tours, schools should arrange students at the same year level to participate in the same tour.  If
schools plan to arrange students at two year levels (e.g. Secondary 4 and 5) to join CS Mainland study
tours in the same school year, they should provide the EDB with the number of students at each year
level, their preference for the months of departure and routes in priority, etc. The EDB will consider
the applications separately.  Since a large number of students are taking the CS subject, priority will
be given to the students at higher year levels if there are not enough places. Should special
circumstances or needs arise, schools may contact the EDB.

7. When selecting the routes and months of departure, schools should avoid choosing the peak
seasons of travelling in the Mainland (such as Chinese New Year, Labour Day and National Day) and
consider the weather conditions of the destinations.  To cater for the needs of students in special
schools, the EDB has offered routes allowing flexible itinerary arrangements or covering visiting
spots with more barrier-free facilities, including CS1 to 6. Schools may make their choices
according to their school-specific context and students’ needs. To allow students to participate in
various types of learning activities during CS Mainland study tours, schools are strongly
recommended to apply for tours of two days or more. Meanwhile, one-day tours will be allocated
to the schools with genuine needs (such as special schools) according to the quotas of these routes.
For details of application for CS Mainland study tours, please refer to Annex 2 (Chinese version

only).

8. Starting from 5 p.m. on 10 July 2024, schools may complete the online E]. E]
application procedures for CS Mainland study tours through the EDB Common Log-on F%é
System (CLO) (website: https://cstour.edb.gov.hk).  All applications must be

completed by 11:59 p.m. on 24 July 2024. The EDB will notify schools of the

application results through the CLO on or before 28 August 2024 (for tours setting off between
October and December 2024) and 16 October 2024 (for tours setting off between January and August
2025) respectively. In principle, no amendment to the online applications can be made by schools
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once they are submitted. For details of online application procedures for CS Mainland study tours,
—— please refer to Annex 3 (Chinese version only).

Online learning and teaching resources

9. To support schools in helping students enhance their understanding of []=#=:

CS Mainland  study tours on the CS  Web-based Resource  Platform
(https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/tc/mst_It_resources.php) by phases for reference. The visiting spots
covered in the worksheets are all selected from the routes of CS Mainland study tours.  Schools may
make use of the worksheets to help students complete the tasks of the study tours and conduct personal
reflections to deepen their learning.

Project learning

10. Schools should help students know more about the itineraries and features of the visiting
spots before the study tours, and encourage them to collect relevant reference materials from different
channels to compliment their observations and enrich their reflections. After completing CS
Mainland study tours, students have to conduct project learning and submit a report to their schools
in the form of an individual project. In addition to the written mode, students may also adopt other
modes to complete the project reports, such as model-making, short videos and webpages. Schools
should assess students’ performance in project learning according to the aims of the CS curriculum
and their formulated set of school-based requirements and assessment criteria, and adopt appropriate
means, such as Student Learning Profile and school reports, to reflect students’ performance. For
details of project learning, please refer to paragraph 2.5 in Chapter 2 of CS Curriculum and
Assessment Guide (Secondary 4 - 6) (2021).

Students’ learning outcomes

11. To showcase students’ learning outcomes, the EDB continues to collect student work
(including photographs, video clips and personal reflections) related to CS Mainland study tours from
schools.  Schools are required to submit by email to the EDB the student work as stipulated in Annex
——— 4 (Chinese version only) within six weeks after the CS Mainland study tours. The EDB will adopt
diversified modes to consolidate and display students’ learning outcomes, including uploading them
onto the dedicated webpage of CS Mainland study tours (https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/tc/mst_sharing.php)
or showcasing them in teacher professional development programmes. In this connection, schools
should have obtained consent of the relevant parties (including students and their parents/ guardians)
before submission of student work and authorise the EDB to use, edit or publish the content of student
work, in whole or in part, for educational or publicity purposes. A consent form is available for
downloading on  the dedicated webpage of CS  Mainland study  tours
(https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file/public/mainland_study tour/CS_MST _consent_form.docx).
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Briefing session

12. The EDB will conduct two identical online briefing sessions on 8 and 10 July  mjziger
2024 to explain to schools the arrangements for CS Mainland study tours, learning and '
teaching resources, online application procedures, etc. Teachers may enrol through
the EDB Training Calendar (Course ID: QA0020240079).

Enquiry

13. For “Frequently Asked Questions” (Chinese version only) relating to CS EI Ny
Mainland study tours, please visit the website https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/tc/mst_faq.php. 5
For other enquiries, please contact the following EDB officers as appropriate:

Online application and  Life-wide Learning and Mainland Exchange
arrangements for CS tours: Section 1
Mr LAI Kin-fan (Tel: 2892 5824) or
Ms CHEUNG Wing-shan, Susanna (Tel:
2892 6494)

Requirements of the CS  Citizenship and Social Development Section
curriculum, project  Ms WANG Yuen-yee (Tel: 2892 6420) or
learning, and learning and  Ms AU Sau-wai (Tel: 2892 5826)

teaching resources:

Dr HUI Shing-yan

for Secretary for Education
cc: Heads of Sections — for information
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