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Dear Patrons,

To make this activity a successful experience, please refrain from unauthorised photography,
recording, filming, smoking, eating or drinking in the auditorium. Before the performance,please
switch off the beeping devices on your alarm watches, mobile phones or any other alarm or
lighting devices. During the performance, please keep quiet and do not applaud between music
movements or before music completes. Thank you for your cooperation.
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“GalaMusica” Series

My

HERRERREZMHEHEB 2017 FHRHBEM "SLEXE, R : T8
RELRIE, & "ERBIZEm. - EMESESEERDRIRBERT
WEFSEEEMRMEFARIFE (CASH) BE) - "SHEE, RIEHEE
HRBEREELERAZHEERZEm - TRMAREAEES LRTAIR

WEERSE -

Introduction

Since 2017, the Arts Education Section of the Curriculum Development Institute,
Education Bureau has organised the “GalaMusica” Series, featuring the
“School Chamber Compositions” and “School Creative Works”. Sponsored by
the Composers and Authors Society of Hong Kong, these two student music
activities are held in alternate years. It aims to encourage students to compose
chamber music and creative works with multimedia support, while also providing

them with valuable opportunities to showcase their creativity on stage.
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GalaMusica - School Chamber Compositions

The “School Chamber Compositions” (formerly known as “Schools Music
Composition Showcase”) is co-organised by the Arts Education Section
of the Curriculum Development Institute, Education Bureau and the Hong
Kong Composers’ Guild. It aims to encourage secondary school students to
compose music. By having their original works premiered by professional
musicians, students are provided with valuable opportunities for observation
and exchange. Participating students are required to create chamber music
compositions by selecting combinations of Chinese and Western instruments
from a designated list. Outstanding compositions will be performed at a
“Premiere Concert” held at a venue under the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department, with performances by professional musicians. During the concert,
the judging panel and performers will select three special awards: the“Best
Creative Ideas Award”, the “Best Chinese Instrumental Music Writing Award”
and the “Performers’ Adjudication Award”, based on originality, structure, ideas
and development, idiomatic writing for the instruments, notational accuracy

and practicability.
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Hong Kong Composers’ Guild Mentorship Scheme

In the annual “GalaMusica” Series, the panel of adjudicators selects students
with musical potential to participate in the “Mentorship Scheme”. The Hong
Kong Composers’ Guild provides scholarships to invite experienced composers
to mentor the selected students in creating music composition. Their works
are then premiered in the “GalaMusica” event in the subsequent year. Over
the years, students who have participated in the “Mentorship Scheme” have
greatly benefited from the experience. Many of them have gone on to pursue
further studies in music, with some even becoming key contributors to the

development of the cultural and arts scene in Hong Kong.
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B School

ERPE (HETZSER)
Elegantia College (Sponsored by
Education Convergence)
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Methodist College
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Po Leung Kuk Centenary
Li Shiu Chung Memorial College
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Pui Ching Middle School
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Secondary School
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The Starry Night
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Fallen Leaves

River's Journey

Reflection

(ERY
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Nuo Sacrifice
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A Little Bamboo

CZED

R EBRIEIE)
Echoes of a Changing City

A Fearful Dream
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Selection for Outstanding Composition Awards

Mr HUI Cheung-wai
Dr WONG Chun-wai

Dr WONG Yat-wai, Joseph

Selection for the Best Creative Ideas Award and

RIEPEIRBETIEIZEEE  the Best Chinese Instrumental Music Writing Award

wESIEL (EFETH)
hI5ta& =t
FREEL

HEEEEHREEMERN

Dr MUI Kwong-chiu (Chief adjudicator)
Ms NG Hau-yee, Poly

Dr LEE Kar-tai, Phoebus

Selection for the Performers’ Adjudication Award

Selected by the performers responsible for
performing Outstanding Compositions

+ Elf& Master of Ceremony *

R EIEIE L

Dr SHING Chun-hay
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BERPE (HETESEM)
Elegantia College (Sponsored by
Education Convergence)
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Li Shiu Chung Memorial College

BEEIEFS
Pui Ching Middle School
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SKH Chan Young
Secondary School
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CHAN Thales Yun-hei
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The Starry Night
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Fallen Leaves
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CINGERRY
Coffee Cup

(B
Nuo Sacrifice

€
A Little Bamboo

CZED

R EERIEIE)
Echoes of a Changing City

* BaFiR Certificate of Appreciation *

EE: School

BEPE
Methodist College

EITRRER
St Stephen’s College

B4 Student

42
JI Yaoxiang

BNE
TSANG Yick-yin

TEH
LEE Chun-hei

{EmBTE Title

River's Journey

Reflection

A Fearful Dream
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Opening

I RHSEEREE"

Premiere of Outstanding Compositions*

B4 Student {EmATE Title B8 School

[EfEE CRrhEBRYEIE) BE+iRNER

AU Tsz-ho, Marcus Echoes of a Changing City St Stephen’s College

ERR CINBERRD BEIZIEPEA

CHAI Ka-yuet Coffee Cup Pui Ching Middle School
BRIAZA (ES» REREEBEFEFIBLZPE
CHAN Pak-hei Po Leung Kuk Centenary

Li Shiu Chung Memorial College
#F#IEfE Feedback from Adjudicator

BRIEER GZED BERES
CHAN Thales Yun-hei St. Paul’s College
SRR (S PR EEA R A
HU Xingbo Nuo Sacrifice SALEM-Immanuel
Lutheran College
2|52 (ER) BUERPE (HETESEMR)
LAU Cheuk-yin The Starry Night Elegantia College (Sponsored by

Education Convergence)

$FHIEEE Feedback from Adjudicator
iS4k 2 Intermission

FEE CEE ERPE (HETFZEEH)

LI Sheung-kwan Fallen Leaves Elegantia College (Sponsored by
Education Convergence)

EENF Qup ENSRREPE

LO Hoi-lee A Little Bamboo SKH Chan Young Secondary School

FHI[E 8§ Feedback from Adjudicator

*HEBEN KR FEHEF In alphabetical order of students’ surnames

12
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Premiere of Students’ Compositions under Hong Kong Composers’
Guild Mentorship Scheme

B4 Student fEm#ATE Title B School

XA (WRZZED WELE

BUT Wing-hei Butterflies Diocesan Girls’ School
RER (& - ELY BE+RNER

MOK Samuel Kwan-chung May the Spirit Sound St Stephen’s College

Iv. FHBRRBEE
Remarks by Representative of the Panel of Adjudicators

V. fEREIm&RIA

Presentation of Souvenirs and Prizes




R EREmET -

*Programme Notes of Outstanding Compositions *
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Echoes of a Changing City AU Tsz-ho, Marcus
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CHAN Pak-hei

This piece was inspired by the sound of birds in the morning. The music portrays a vivid scene
of tweeting and flying birds.

A short motif in thirds is introduced in the slow first section, and variations of the motif
symbolise distant chirps of birds in the morning.

The main theme of the piece appears in the second section as a lively dizi and violin duet,
portraying the birds flying from tree to tree and singing happily. At the end of this section, the
piano solo refers to a flock of birds gathering and having a party.

The third section of the piece is relatively softer, showcasing the birds flying freely in the
breeze.

The fourth section, the most intense one, started with trills that sound like raindrops, leading to
a loud thunder and eventually a rainstorm. The intensity keeps building up until ascending and
decrescendo phrases, floating away towards the end of the section.

In the final section, the piano solo depicts the rain stopping and the sun shining brightly. The
dizi and the violin then join to represent an assembly. Finally, a vigorous short passage brings
out the energetic, cheerful end of the piece. The birds return home happily.

Instrumentation: Dizi, Violin, Piano
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The Starry Night LAU Cheuk-yin

When we think of “Starry Night”, we often picture Van Gogh’s famous painting. His life was
tough, marked by illness and poverty, and sadly concluded with his suicide at 37.

This musical tale explores how Van Gogh crafted “Starry Night”, blending his emotions with
reality. It begins by depicting himself in deep thought during challenging times, experiencing
a mix of sadness and contemplation. As the music progresses, it transits from melancholy to
peace, reflecting Van Gogh’s complex feelings.

This composition is divided into 8 sections. The first section, featuring a canon in F minor,
evokes a sense of melancholy, just like Van Gogh resembling the past. Transitioning with
an extended dominant 13th of E flat major, the music modulates to A flat major. Section 2
embodies fond childhood memories, with dissonant notes in the left hand creating tension and
leading to a modulation to C minor. Section 3 showcases key changes intensifying towards a
climactic point, illustrating Van Gogh’s entanglement in the intersection of psychology and
reality.

Section 4 revisits the initial theme, swiftly altering mood at Bar 47 with a G sharp minor chord,
followed by shifts to E flat major in section 5 and C sharp major in section 6, representing
Van Gogh’s intricate emotions. Section 7 culminates in a peak, portraying Van Gogh’s frenzy
as suppressed grief and anger emerge, urging him to paint fervently. The final section returns
to a serene theme at the start, concluding with two unresolved notes — G and F, symbolising
enduring unresolved pain and memories.

Instrumentation: Xiao, Gaohu, Tenor Saxophone, Violin, Piano
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Fallen Leaves LI Sheung-kwan
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A Little Bamboo LO Hoi-lee

This composition describes the fancy of a little bamboo, intertwining elements of traditional
Chinese music with contemporary Western influences. The piece is mainly structured around
a pentatonic scale, which is integral to Chinese musical traditions. By adding some dissonant
intervals, it tries to evoke a rich, evocative atmosphere that bridges cultural boundaries.

The melody is intentionally simple, reflecting the essence of Chinese musical aesthetics. This
simplicity is complemented by a heterophonic texture, where variations of a single melodic line
are played simultaneously, creating a layered and intricate soundscape.

A unique feature of the piece is its use of symbolic decorations. These embellishments serve to
highlight the fundamental melodies, emphasising the “rhyme” ( &8 ) of the music. Rather than
focusing on complex melodic developments, it tries to express depth and emotion through these
subtle, yet powerful, adornments.

Instrumentation: Dizi, Gaohu, Bass Clarinet, Viola, Percussion
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Butterflies BUT Wing-hei

Butterflies is a quartet for flute, violin, cello, and piano, inspired by the life of a butterfly. The
piece starts quietly with the motif of butterflies flying lightly played by the piano, mimicking
a new life exploring the world full of curiosity, then progresses to a gloomy tone depicting
the struggles that a caterpillar faces during growth. The unstable tone develops to the tense
peak. After the pause, the butterfly breaks out of its cocoon and is free to fly, gaining a life of
liberation. The music eventually slows down to the ending where it repeats the same motif in

the beginning.

Throughout the piece, dissonance chords and Bartok pizzicato are used to depict the struggles
in a butterfly’s life, while trills and irregular leaps hint on the random and light gesture of a
butterfly flying. Harmonics and tremolos also create a boundless atmosphere to portray the
beauty of nature. After the butterfly gains liberation, the high-register running passage of the
piano visualises the unfettered butterfly flying freely, creating a sense of freeness and relief.
This music hopes to bring the message of finding hope and desire despite the challenges in life,

just as a butterfly longing for its freedom.

Instrumentation: Flute, Violin, Cello, Piano




{EBAZR Composer

BUT Wing-hei, Andrea, had been a student of the Junior Music Programme at the Hong Kong
Academy Performing Arts, majoring in violin and composition, and studied composition
under the tutelage of Ms Sandy LEE through the Hong Kong Composers’ Guild Mentorship
Scheme. Andrea has written music for chamber, solo, new timbre, and has created works using
digital audio workstations. As a composer who loves to portray nature in her music, she is also
interested in multimedia artwork to express her ideas through choreography and stage light

effects.

She was awarded First Place in Original Composition in the 76th Hong Kong Schools Music
Festival, and the Outstanding Individual Composition Prize in the GalaMusica - School
Creative Works 2024 with her multimedia work The Journey of Water. She had also served as
the Concertmistress and Chairlady of the Diocesan Girls’ School Symphony Orchestra.

EEf Mentor
Z{AMZL L Ms LEE Pui-shan, Sandy




(EiE - E0) EEE

May the Spirit Sound MOK Samuel Kwan-chung
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{EHIZX Composer

Samuel MOK is an 18-year-old musician passionate about music composition across
various genres. His piano work Three Variations on a Waltz Theme premiered at the Yamaha
International Highlight Concert 2019 in Singapore after winning the regional competition in
Hong Kong. His subsequent pieces — Transfigured Mirage, a trio for erhu, violin and piano,
and Dare to Dream, Fuelled to Fly, a multimedia work integrating music, choreography
and animation, received multiple accolades in the Education Bureau’s GalaMusica - School
Chamber Compositions 2023 and GalaMusica - School Creative Works 2024, including two
Outstanding Composition Prizes. Samuel was the composer for the St Stephen’s College’s
120th Anniversary musical Lost and Found, which premiered at the Xiqu Centre in 2023.
Recently, he directed a multimedia orchestral composition, Cityscapes of Central, integrating
videography and music. Samuel was mentored by Mr Julian CHAN under the Hong Kong
Composers’ Guild Mentorship Scheme, and Dr Ada LAI from the St Stephen’s College’s

Creativity Programme.

Samuel is also an accomplished violinist and pianist, having received distinctions in LTCL
and ATCL Performance Diplomas respectively. At the Australian International Music Festival
2024, he performed as the piano soloist in Dr Steve HO’s “Kung Fu Rhapsody” for piano
and orchestra at the Sydney Opera House. Samuel was awarded champion in the Hong Kong
Schools Music Festival on many occasions, and received the 2021-22 Grantham Music Award

in recognition of his outstanding violin performance.

SR/ Mentor
BREWIFE Mr CHAN Yuk-pan, Julian
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