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Chinese classic for reference reading: “Drawing a snake with feet” (Original

text with simple English explanation)
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who worked together received a pot of
wine as a reward from the master. They
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sharing among them. What should they
do?
F - iE Please select an answer
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QO Too little work
P.2
SRR O o AT B R LI B Therefore, they discussed for a while
f’%«z : )I; 9 & A A b4 - g4y > |and came up with a solution: each one

@&ié%’ﬁ%?/%ﬂiﬁ
o JERCEAERR A S CRT
B

of them drew a snake on the ground,
whoever finished drawing first could get
the pot of wine. When the competition
started, there was a person who drew
very quickly and finished drawing a
snake in a short while.
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Please select an answer

2. How to get the pot of wine?
QO Draw the most beautiful snake
O Finish drawing a snake first

O Draw the most snakes




FR A #Fl A pez%di o @R 4% » | Whenthe person knew that he has won,
. . . o 4 he was immensely proud of himself, he
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ey PR o B FRY gnga pen with his right, and continued
AL A to draw on the ground, saying: "l still
have time to draw the snake's feet!"
- iF Please select an answer
3. PRAF v 2 ta a0 d B9 3. What did the man do after he finished
. drawing the snake?
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‘ ) O Watched other people drawing
O £ #iFE erhif snakes
Q ¥p e Feruugse b yr O Drank the pot of wine
O Added feet to the snake he drew
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At this time, another person finished
drawing a snake, snatched the wine and
said: “Snakes have no feet, how can you
add feet to the snake!” Then he drank
the wine. The man who drew the snake's
feet lost the pot of wine.

E - iE Please select an answer
4. 7v 4 LH A€ 43 ?KI?«T]Q 4. Why did the man lose the pot of
. ) wine?
O Fl&ik nF 1 - ik
O Because he only drew one snake
QO Flaw v 1%
QO Because he drew the snake’s feet
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o 7 o o O Because his snake drawing was
not pretty enough
P.5

SR AAGE R L R E
ROV AR Bt - F 0 W7 T
Lk F AP EHEIE o Aok AP

The idiom “drawing a snake with feet” is
derived from this story. It is used to
describe people who make an
unnecessary move and do not obtain a
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good outcome. If we do things
regardless of the practical situation, in
the belief that by acting more, we will
obtain better outcome, it is like drawing
a snake with feet.
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Think about it

"Perfect" means doing things to the best
of one's ability. How can we achieve
perfection in our daily work without
“‘drawing a snake with feet”?




