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Until the first few years after 2000

READING WRITING
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TODAY

READING WRITING

7



Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

8



Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

9



Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

10



Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Course Objectives

• (a) search, select, adapt and tailor-make e-reading resources for English Language;
• (b) understand the use of e-library and multimedia information system of LCSD, 

e-book platform of HKEdCity and other reading resources on the Internet;
• (c) understand the use of simple and practical IT tools for e-reading activities in 

English Language (e.g. search engine, websites with language learning resources, 
online dictionary, online discussion forum, learning management system (LMS), 
collaboration tools, multimedia presentation tools, video recording tools, flipped 
learning tools and other relevant tools);
• (d) understand the learning opportunities, features, strength and limitations of e-

reading resources and IT tools for reading activities;
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Course Objectives

• (e) understand the essential elements in the design of e-reading activities 
(including reading activity in and out of lessons e.g. reading scheme, cross-
curricular projects and RaC, etc.) in consideration of the pedagogy and 
connection with the curriculum of English Language from the case study of 
exemplars for primary and secondary school students;
• (f) create and modify simple design of reading activities by using various e-reading 

resources, IT tools and innovative pedagogies;
• (g) monitor and evaluate the reading progress of students and provide quality 

feedback to enhance learning and teaching effectiveness by using appropriate IT 
tools; and
• (h) integrate the subject knowledge of English Language and IT to broaden 

students’ reading, guide students to master reading
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Assignment

• Throughout the 2 sessions, you will be invited to browse certain e-Reading 
resources, applications, ideas, and try out some e-Reading activities. 
•On the Worksheet given, respond to the tasks assigned,  take notes on the 

resources and ideas that are of particular interest to you and which you would 
want to follow up on after this course. 
• Submit your completed worksheet to the course instructors at the end of each 

session, while keeping one copy for yourself. 
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2 strands of                
e-Reading to be 

covered in this course

Session 1 (June 22)

Extensive             
e-Reading

Session 2 (June 29)

Intensive              
e-Reading
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Task 0

Download ‘Worksheet’ from 
‘labshare’
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Rundown of this session 
Take a poll on Your experience with e-Reading  

Reading in the HK School curriculum: New developments

Why e-Reading?

Resources for Extensive e-Reading

Courseware platforms for Extensive e-Reading

Ideas for promoting e-Reading among students  
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Take the poll

• https://forms.gle/h6YC9Q4v9KZppLd69
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Reading in the Hong Kong School Curriculum

20



Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Curriculum 
Development and 
Documents
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https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curricul
um-development/list-page.html
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Reading to Learn

22

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curricul
um-development/4-key-
tasks/reading-to-learn/index.html
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Relevant 
Documents and 
Circulars
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https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curricul
um-development/4-key-
tasks/reading-to-learn/list-of-ref-
doc/index.html



Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

1. Basic Education 
Curriculum Guide 
(Primary 1 - 6) (2014)
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https://cd.edb.gov.hk/becg/english/i
ndex-2.html
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Role of a teacher
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English Language 
Education Key Learning 
Area Curriculum Guide 
(2017)

30

• Emphases
• New Developments

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment
/en/curriculum-
development/kla/eng-
edu/Curriculum%20Document/ELE%
20KLACG_2017.pdf
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Major Renewed Emphases of Curriculum Development 

Language across the Curriculum (LaC) 
• LaC, which advocates the integration of language learning and content learning, is an approach 

through which schools can enhance students’ language proficiency and understanding of the 
academic content.
• Effective implementation of LaC enables students to conceptualise the subject content 

through language and practise their language skills for communicating clearly about the 
content based on subject-specific conventions and styles. 
• It is desirable to be implemented from the primary level to support students’ learning of 

other subjects in English at a later stage. 
• Schools can promote LaC through encouraging students to read across the curriculum. 
• Collaboration among different stakeholders including language and content subject teachers, 

teacher-librarians and parents is crucial.
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Major Renewed Emphases of Curriculum Development 

Information Technology in Education (ITE)
• Schools are encouraged to leverage information technology to enhance learning, teaching and assessment 

through e-learning, and promote information literacy to prepare students better for the challenges in the 
rapidly changing digital world. 
• e-Learning refers to an open and flexible learning mode involving the use of electronic media such as digital 

resources and communication tools to achieve the learning objectives. Teachers can integrate e-learning in the 
design of learning, teaching and assessment activities to complement the traditional mode of learning, enhance 
learning and teaching effectiveness, and accommodate the diverse needs of students.
• Information literacy, which refers to the essential abilities and attitudes that lead to effective and ethical use of 

information, is essential to lifelong learning and self-directed learning. 
• Traditionally, “literacy” refers to the ability to read and write effectively to achieve desired goals or outcomes 

and develop one’s knowledge and potential. With the rapid development of IT and social media, “literacy” has 
taken on a new meaning as texts are no longer a linear form of presentation limited to words but are 
composed of various modes of communication (e.g. images, animations, sounds, graphics). Students, therefore, 
need to be equipped with new literacy skills to process and create multimodal texts in which messages are 
conveyed in different modes (e.g. linguistic, audio, visual, gestural, spatial), and the skills to search for and 
manage information. 
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Multimodal literacy

• Many texts are multimodal, where 
meaning is communicated through 
combinations of two or more modes. 
Modes include written language, spoken 
language, and patterns of meaning that 
are visual, audio, gestural, tactile and 
spatial.

•Multimodal texts
•Digital multimodal texts
• Live multimodal texts
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Why is multimodal literacy important?

• Young people need to be able to communicate effectively in an increasingly multimodal world. 
This requires teaching children how to comprehend and compose meaning across diverse, 
rich, and potentially complex, forms of multimodal text, and to do so using a range of different 
meaning modes.
• As communication practices have become increasingly shaped by developments in 

information and multimedia technologies, it is no longer possible for us to think about literacy 
solely as a linguistic accomplishment (Jewitt, 2008, p. 241).
• Multimodal is the combination of two or more of these modes to create meaning.
• Most of the texts that we use are multimodal, including picture books, text books, graphic 

novels, films, e-posters, web pages, and oral storytelling as they require different modes to be 
used to make meaning.
• Each individual mode uses unique semiotic resources to create meaning (Kress, 2010) and 

teaching of these needs to be explicit.
Source: Department of Education and Training, Victoria, Australia
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Examples 
in support of the English 
Language Education Key 
Learning Area 
Curriculum Guide 
(Primary 1 – Secondary 
6)  2017
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/cur
riculum-development/kla/eng-
edu/ELE%20KLACG%202017_Examples%
201-28.pdf
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Example 4:
Making Use of Information Texts to Connect Students’ 
Reading and Writing Experiences (Primary 4-6) 
This example shows how teachers: 
• help students process information texts and understand the features of information texts for 

specific purposes; 

• motivate students to think and write creatively and critically through creating and processing 
digital multimodal information texts; 

• agree with students on a list of task-specific criteria for an assessment form to assist them in 
reflecting on their own learning; and 
• develop positive values and attitudes through reading and responding to information texts.

Source: https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-
edu/ELE%20KLACG%202017_Examples%201-28.pdf 
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Information Technology (IT) for Interactive Learning

• advise students to make use of e-platforms for quick and easy access to information and learning 
resources within and outside the school campus; 
• enhance students’ motivation in language learning by identifying suitable e-resources to cater for their 

interests, abilities, learning pace and styles; 
• develop students’ language learning strategies by encouraging them to use different e-learning tools (e.g. 

online dictionaries, concordancers, search engines) and features of various e-resources (e.g. interactive 
features of e-books/webpages) to facilitate their understanding of some abstract concepts and complex 
ideas; 
• develop students’ information literacy skills and guide them to think critically and evaluate the data or 

information on the Internet; 
• develop students’ metacognitive skills (e.g. knowledge management skills), which are essential for future 

studies or work and lifelong learning, by allowing them to take charge of their own learning (e.g. setting 
learning goals, monitoring learning progress, conducting self-reflection) with the use of e-learning tools 
and e-resources; and 
• foster students’ interaction and mutual support as well as encourage peer learning and feedback by 

engaging them in collaborative work through the use of e-platforms. 
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Information Technology (IT) for Interactive Learning

• develop students’ information literacy skills and guide them to think critically and evaluate the 
data or information on the Internet; 

• develop students’ metacognitive skills (e.g. knowledge management skills), which are essential 
for future studies or work and lifelong learning, by allowing them to take charge of their own 
learning (e.g. setting learning goals, monitoring learning progress, conducting self-reflection) 
with the use of e-learning tools and e-resources; and 

• foster students’ interaction and mutual support as well as encourage peer learning and 
feedback by engaging them in collaborative work through the use of e-platforms. 
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Adopting e-Learning in the English Language Education 
Classroom 

• Strengthening Interaction and Motivation with the Use of e-Platforms 
•Making Effective Use of Lesson Time with the “Flipped Classroom” Strategy 
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Hands-on Task A
Reading in the 2017 English Language Guide
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Rundown of this session 
Take a poll on Your experience with e-Reading  

Reading in the HK School curriculum: New developments

Why e-Reading?

Resources for Extensive e-Reading

Courseware platforms for Extensive e-Reading

Ideas for promoting e-Reading among students  
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Defining e-Reading
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The practice of reading texts 
in electronic form

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/e-reading
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Reading books and newspapers on a 
portable device such as an e-book reader, 

tablet computer or smartphone.
https://www.yourdictionary.com/e-reading

47

https://www.yourdictionary.com/e-reading
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Why e-Reading?
Affordances of Technology for e-Reading in the 

School Curriculum 
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What some 
Extensive 
Reading 
Resources 
Platform can do

Deciding on students’ entry reading level

While-reading/Post-reading Quizzes

Instant vocabulary help

Text-to-speech function

A management system for monitoring 
students’ reading progress

49
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Affordances of Technology for e-Reading
http://learnersdictionary.com/

http://learnersdictionary.com/
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“my saved words”
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Affordances of e-Reading: Example: 
https://fast.wistia.com/embed/medias/6bb6718ony

53

https://fast.wistia.com/embed/medias/6bb6718ony
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Affordances of e-Reading: Example: 
://www.getepic.com/educators
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https://www.getepic.com/educators
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What can e-
Books and e-
reading devices 
do? 

Bookmarking

Highlighting

Note-taking

Text-to-speech

Dictionary

…

60
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Devices for e-
Reading

- tablets - mobile phones - e-Book readers 
(e.g., Kindle)

- desktop 
computers, 

laptops
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What about disadvantaged students? 

62
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Helping needy students to obtain e-Reading devices
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-
primary-secondary/it-in-edu/ITE-CCF/ccf_index.html

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-primary-secondary/it-in-edu/ITE-CCF/ccf_index.html
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Hands-on Task B
Affordances of e-Reading
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Resources for 
Extensive 
e-Reading

66
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E-Book Resources in Hong Kong Public Libraries
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https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/e-books/home

https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/e-books/home
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English e-Books in Hong Kong Public Libraries
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e-Books in Hong Kong 
Public Library
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English Audio Books in Hong Kong Public Libraries
Naxos Spoken Word Library
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Application for Library Card
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Application for Library Card
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Hands-on Task C
Searching for, and downloading eBooks for HKPL website



Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Spoken Word 
Library: Combining 
e-Reading with 
Listening
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Naxos Spoken Word Library: How does it work?
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Naxos Spoken Word Library: How does it work?
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Naxos Spoken Word Library: Collections
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Naxos Spoken Word Library: Text on Screen
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Hands-on Task D
Naxos Spoken Word Library 



Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Other Sources of        
e-Books

81
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Reading Town
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Spotify
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Google e-Books
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https://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebooks
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Courseware Platforms for Extensive e-Reading
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One main feature

Levelled e-Books 
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The Lexile as 
an indicator 
of reading 

level
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Example 1: EPIC

89



Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Sample Page 
from All about 
Robots (Grade 

7+) in EPIC 
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Example 2: Fun and Friends Book Club
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7 levels
+ 3 STEM
+ 3 Hot 
issues
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Feature: 
1. Animated audio 

eBook (for view sing) 
2. Record their 

own eBooks
3. Questions
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Example 3: Raz-Kids
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Hands-on Task E
E-Reading courseware platforms
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Possible ideas for 
promoting 
extensive e s-
Reading among 
students

Padlet 

Google sites

Google Slides

Blog

Reading battle: 
http://battle.cite.hku.hk/project-resources/

Etc. 
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Reading Battle 

101



Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Reading Contract
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Send the ‘Completed Worksheets’ folder 
to elliottlaw.cuhk@gmail.com. 

Upload 1 copy to your Google Drive
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Reminder for next session
Bring to class a reading text (doc, pdf, jpg) that you may be 
working on with your students in the coming weeks. 
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Contact us

• https://chat.whatsapp.com/G6qGjnwMWkRIBR8Nqkd5Y5
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END OF SESSION 1
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