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Course 
Objectives

(a) search, select, adapt and tailor-make e-
reading resources for English Language;

(b) understand the use of e-library and 
multimedia information system of LCSD, 
e-book platform of HKEdCity and other 
reading resources on the Internet;

(c) understand the use of simple and practical IT tools for e-
reading activities in English Language (e.g. search engine, websites 
with language learning resources, online dictionary, online 
discussion forum, learning management system (LMS), 
collaboration tools, multimedia presentation tools, video 
recording tools, flipped learning tools and other relevant tools);
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Course 
objectives, 
contd. 

(d) understand the learning 
opportunities, features, strength and 
limitations of e-reading resources and 
IT tools for reading activities;

(e) understand the essential elements in the 
design of e-reading activities (including 
reading activity in and out of lessons e.g. 
reading scheme, cross-curricular projects and 
RaC, etc.) in consideration of the pedagogy 
and connection with the curriculum of English 
Language from the case study of exemplars for 
primary and secondary school students;
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Course 
objectives, 
contd. 

(f) create and modify simple design of 
reading activities by using various e-
reading resources, IT tools and 
innovative pedagogies;

(g) monitor and evaluate the reading 
progress of students and provide 
quality feedback to enhance learning 
and teaching effectiveness by using 
appropriate IT tools; and

(h) integrate the subject 
knowledge of English Language 
and IT to broaden students’ 
reading, guide students to 
master reading
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2 strands of e-
Reading to be 

covered in this course

Session 1 

Extensive e-Reading

Session 2 

Intensive e-Reading
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Assignment

Throughout the 2 sessions, you will be invited to 
browse certain e-Reading resources, 
applications, ideas, and try out some e-Reading 
activities. 

On the Worksheet given, respond to the tasks 
assigned,  take notes on the resources and ideas 
that are of particular interest to you and which 
you would want to follow up on after this course. 

Submit your completed worksheet to the course 
instructors at the end of each session, while 
keeping one copy for yourself. 
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Please join!

CUHK_eReading(ENG)_SS_AB
https://chat.whatsapp.com/IUWcF0Q2VzUB4O038hmn48

https://chat.whatsapp.com/IUWcF0Q2VzUB4O038hmn48
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Resources for Extensive e-Reading at 
HKEdCity
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COURSE 
MATTERS

Course materials:

…

Assignment: 
HyperDoc 
Worksheet 

Poll on your 
experience with 

eReading



Activity 1

1. Get hold of and copy the Session 
Materials

2. Open Session 1 Worksheet. Save it to the 
computer desktop. You will be using this 
worksheet throughout the session. You 
will need to submit your completed 
worksheet to the course Whatsapp group 
at the end of the session. 

3. Now, find Task 1 on the Worksheet, 
which is to answer a poll on your 
experience with eReading. Follow the 
link, and respond to the poll. 
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REVISE; Take a 
poll on your 
experience 

with e-Reading
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Until the first few years after 2000

READING WRITING
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TODAY

READING WRITING
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So, why eReading? 

Recent developments in the Hong Kong curriculum for 
schools

The 2017 English Language Curriculum: An exemplar unit

Affordances of eReading
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Reading in the Hong Kong School Curriculum: 
Recent Developments
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Curriculum Development and Documents
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/list-page.html#
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https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/list-page.html


1. The Hong Kong 
Secondary Education 
Curriculum Guide (2017)

• https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curric
ulum-
development/renewal/guides_SECG.
html
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https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/renewal/guides_SECG.html
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2. Reading in 
the 2017 English 
Language Guide

• Emphases

• New 
Developments

29

https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edb.gov.hk%2Fattachment%2Fen%2Fcurriculum-
development%2Fkla%2Feng-edu%2FCurriculum%2520Document%2FELE%2520KLACG_2017.pdf

https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edb.gov.hk%2Fattachment%2Fen%2Fcurriculum-development%2Fkla%2Feng-edu%2FCurriculum%2520Document%2FELE%2520KLACG_2017.pdf
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Reading 
Skills in the 
2017 Eng 
Lang 
Curriculum 
Guide
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4. Supplement to the 
English Language 
Education KLA 
Curriculum Guide

• https://docs.google.com/viewer?u
rl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edb.gov.hk
%2Fattachment%2Fen%2Fcurriculum
-development%2Fkla%2Feng-
edu%2FCurriculum%2520Document
%2FELE%2520JS%2520Supplement%
25202018.pdf

34

https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edb.gov.hk%2Fattachment%2Fen%2Fcurriculum-development%2Fkla%2Feng-edu%2FCurriculum%2520Document%2FELE%2520JS%2520Supplement%25202018.pdf
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E-Reading
An exemplar unit
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Why e-Reading? 

Affordances of 
Technology for e-
Reading in the 
School 
Curriculum 
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2 online dictionaries with “Save Word” 
function
Merriam-Webster Learner’s Dictionary

(desktop: Free; mobile: Paid) Dictionary.com (IOS, Android)
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Edtech support for e-Reading: 
one example 
http://learnersdictionary.com/
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http://learnersdictionary.com/
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“my saved words”
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Mobile

Merriam-Webster Learner’s Dictionary Dictionary.com

45



Edtech support for e-Reading: Example 2; Using 
Quizlet for creating a personal vocabulary 
notebook 
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Built-in dictionary
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Built-in audio-recording
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Example 3: Read Along by Google
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.seekh

49

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.seekh


Example 4: Read Aloud: A Text-to-Speech Voice 
Reader
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/read-aloud-a-text-to-spee/hdhinadidafjejdhmfkjgnolgimiaplp/related?hl=en
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https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/read-aloud-a-text-to-spee/hdhinadidafjejdhmfkjgnolgimiaplp/related?hl=en


Other 
possibilities …

Bookmarking

Highlighting

Note-taking

Text-to-speech

Dictionary

…
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Affordances of 
e-Reading: A 
summary

52

Easy access to 
large 

amounts of 
reading 

materials

Rich 
functionality 
of e-Reading 

devices

Support by 
other edtech 

functions

E-Reading can 
be done 

almost any 
time, 

anywhere



Activity 2 • TO TRY OUT SOME TOOLS THAT SUPPORT E-
READING
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WHERE TO FIND E-BOOKS

1. Special collections and recommended reading lists

2. eBooks from libraries and eBook providers

3. Searching for, and downloading, eBooks
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• ePub Books: https://www.epubbooks.com/

• Free eBooks: https://www.free-ebooks.net/

• Kids World Fun: https://www.kidsworldfun.com/ebooks.php

• Free Kids’ Books – Young adults: 
https://freekidsbooks.org/young_adult/

• Google Lit Trips: http://www.googlelittrips.org/gltStore/gltStore.php

• Naxos Spoken Word Library: https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-
resources/highlights/2015/sep/nsw-library.html

• HKedCITY
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https://www.epubbooks.com/
https://www.free-ebooks.net/
https://www.kidsworldfun.com/ebooks.php
https://freekidsbooks.org/young_adult/
http://www.googlelittrips.org/gltStore/gltStore.php
https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/highlights/2015/sep/nsw-library.html


ePub books 
https://www.epubbooks.com/
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https://www.epubbooks.com/


Free Ebooks
https://www.free-ebooks.net/
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https://www.free-ebooks.net/


https://www.kidsworldfun.com/ebooks.php
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https://www.kidsworldfun.com/ebooks.php


Free Kids’ Books – Young adults
https://freekidsbooks.org/young_adult/
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https://freekidsbooks.org/young_adult/


Google Lit Trips
http://www.googlelittrips.org/gltStore/gltStore.php
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http://www.googlelittrips.org/gltStore/gltStore.php


Naxos Spoken Word Library
https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/highlights/2015/sep/nsw-library.html
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https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/highlights/2015/sep/nsw-library.html


https://hkpl-naxosspokenwordlibrary-
com.ezproxy.hkpl.gov.hk/homepage.asp
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Text on 
screen
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EDB: Theme-based Reading
https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/curriculum-development/4-key-tasks/reading-to-learn/contribution-of-book-
titles/index.html
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https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/curriculum-development/4-key-tasks/reading-to-learn/contribution-of-book-titles/index.html


https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/4-key-tasks/reading-to-learn/Suggested-Book-
Lists/2019/STEM%20Education_Secondary.pdf
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https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/4-key-tasks/reading-to-learn/Suggested-Book-Lists/2019/STEM%20Education_Secondary.pdf
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Related EDB circulars
• Recommended Reading lists (4 areas, including STEM), from EDB: 

• https://applications.edb.gov.hk/circular/upload/EDBCM/EDBCM20082E.pdf

• Free use of e-Read Scheme for 6 months

• https://applications.edb.gov.hk/circular/upload/EDBCM/EDBCM20082E.pdf

• Summer Reading Programme –
“Gift Book Pilot Scheme (2020)” and
Free Use of “eRead Scheme

• https://applications.edb.gov.hk/circular/upload/EDBCM/EDBCM20082E.pdf
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https://applications.edb.gov.hk/circular/upload/EDBCM/EDBCM20082E.pdf
https://applications.edb.gov.hk/circular/upload/EDBCM/EDBCM20082E.pdf
https://applications.edb.gov.hk/circular/upload/EDBCM/EDBCM20082E.pdf


• Libraries
• Public libraries, e.g., Library of Congress; HKPL

• University libraries

• eBook Providers, e.g.,
• Kindle: https://www.amazon.com/

• Gutenberg: https://www.gutenberg.org/

• Google Play Books: https://play.google.com/store/books?hl=en

• Kobo ebooks:  http://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebooks
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https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://play.google.com/store/books?hl=en
http://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebooks


E-book stores 

https://www.amazon.com/Kindle-
eBooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=154606011 https://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebooks
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https://www.amazon.com/Kindle-eBooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=154606011
https://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebooks


https://www.gutenberg.org/
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https://www.gutenberg.org/


Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Google books vs Google Play Books
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Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies (CLST)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Activity 3
Getting acquainted with eBook special collections



WHERE TO FIND E-BOOKS

1. Special collections and recommended reading lists

2. eBooks from libraries and eBook providers

3. Searching for, and downloading, eBooks
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E-Book Resources in Hong Kong Public Libraries
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https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/e-
books/home
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https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/e-books/home


English E-Books in Hong Kong Public Libraries
https://mmis.hkpl.gov.hk/web/guest/e-books
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https://mmis.hkpl.gov.hk/web/guest/e-books


4 e-Book databases for English
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HKPL ebooks: an example
https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/overview-of-ebook-collections.html
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https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en/e-resources/overview-of-ebook-collections.html
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READING and MANAGING eBooks

• Devices for reading eBooks: Kindle, tablets, mobile phones, desktop computers, etc 

• Formats of eBooks: PDF, ePub, Mobi, ….

• ePub as a common eBook format

• Adobe Digital Editions as a common eReading app

• Reading epub books on mobile devices

• Reading epub books on desktop computers 

• Using CALIBRE for managing one’s eBook library

81



OVERDRIVE: the one-stop app for searching, 
downloading, and reading ebooks from HKPL 

Android IOS
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Adobe Digital Editions
https://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions.html
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https://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions.html


https://calibre-ebook.com/

84

https://calibre-ebook.com/


What about disadvantaged students? 

85



Helping needy students to obtain e-Reading 
devices
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-primary-
secondary/it-in-edu/ITE-CCF/ccf_index.html

86

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-primary-secondary/it-in-edu/ITE-CCF/ccf_index.html


Activity 4
ACTIVITY 4: 

ACCESSING E-BOOKS 
AND MANAGING 

YOUR E-BOOK 
LIBRARY
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E-Reading Platforms for Schools
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The Lexile as 
an indicator 
of reading 

level

90



Example 1: EPIC
https://www.getepic.com/

91

https://www.getepic.com/


Sample Page 
from All about 
Robots (Grade 

7+) in EPIC 
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Example 2: Bookflix
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/bookflix/#/
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http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/bookflix/#/


9 categories

94



Feature: Paired 
Texts: Animated 
audio eBook(for 

viewing) + 
Nonfiction eBook 

(for reading)
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http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/bookf
lix/#/discover

96

http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/bookflix/#/discover


Example 3: 
Reading A-Z
https://www.readinga-z.com/

97

https://www.readinga-z.com/


Affordances of e-Reading: other examples: 
https://fast.wistia.com/embed/medias/6bb6718ony

98

https://fast.wistia.com/embed/medias/6bb6718ony


What e-
Reading 
Platforms can 
do: A 
summary

Deciding on students’ entry reading level

While-reading/Post-reading Quizzes

Instant vocabulary help

Text-to-speech function

A management system for monitoring 
students’ reading progress
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Activity 5 Exploring Extensive e-
Reading Platforms
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Reading Battle 

104

http://battle.cite.hku.hk/project-resources/

http://battle.cite.hku.hk/project-resources/


Reading Contract
https://www.hkedcity.net/studentscheme/en/readingcontract
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https://www.hkedcity.net/studentscheme/en/readingcontract


Look for Creative Ways 
for students to share 
their readings: e.g. 
Multimodal Book 
Reports 
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Possible ideas 
for promoting 
extensive e-
Reading 
among 
students

Padlet 

Google sites

Google Slides

Blog

Reading battle: http://battle.cite.hku.hk/project-
resources/

Etc. 

107

http://battle.cite.hku.hk/project-resources/


Activity 6: Browse 
examples of multimodal 
book reports
https://wakelet.com/wake/o
TCXHhJsr6djIz5elMEms
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https://wakelet.com/wake/oTCXHhJsr6djIz5elMEms


Links for creating multimodal texts 
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Final Task
Submit your completed assignment 

to the Whatsapp group. 
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END OF SESSION 1
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